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TOWNSHIP OF ESSA
CONSENT AGENDA
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 17, 2024

A — ITEMS RECEIVED AS INFORMATION

1.

2.

Essa Public Library Annual Report 2023.
Essa Building Department Report — March 2024.

Correspondence from the County of Simcoe:

a) April 4, 2024 — Advisory — Spring Bi-Weekly Leaf and Yard Waste Collection
Returns April 8.

b) April 5, 2024 — County Council Highlights — Council Meeting (March 26, 2024) /
Committee of the Whole Meeting (March 12, 2024)

c) April 8, 2024 — Media Release — County Launches 2024 Bursary Program to
Support Local Students and Families.

d) April 9, 2024 — Media Release — County Awards 2024 Tourism, Culture and
Sport Enhancement Funding.

e) April 10, 2024 — Advisory — Simcoe County Tri-Service Public Safety
Communications Awards Return.

Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority Board Meeting Highlights — March 2024.

Correspondence from the Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO):

a) April 5, 2024 — AMO President’s Board Update April 2024.

b) April 8, 2024 — Policy Update — New Federal Infrastructure and Housing ltems in
Upcoming 2024 Budget.

¢) April 10, 2024 — Policy Update — Bill 185, Cutting Red Tape to Build More Homes
Act, 2024.

Correspondence from the Township of Warwick dated March 15, 2024, re: Securing
Access to Natural Gas for Rural Communities.

Correspondence from Clearview Township dated March 27, 2024, re. Endorsement
of Bill C-63 in the House of Commons.

Correspondence from the City of Brantford dated March 28, 2024, re: Resolution
12.6.13 — Home Heating Sustainability.

Correspondence from Prince Edward County dated March 28, 2024, re: Resolution

. 2024-151 — Support for A Call to Action to Meet Deadline of an Accessible Ontario

by 2025.

10. Correspondence from WSP dated April 3, 2024, re: Notice of Study of

Commencement-Highway 89 and 5" Line Essa — Detailed Design and Class
Environmental Assessment Study (GWP 2022-22-00).

11.Correspondence from the Town of Lincoln dated April 3, 2024, re: Resolution —

Extension of Bill 23 Timelines Regarding Heritage Registry Lists.
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12.Correspondence from the Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) dated April
2, 2024, re: FCM Voice: Canada Housing Infrastructure Fund / 2024 Sustainable
Communities Awards / AC2024 / and More.

13.Correspondence from the City of Guelph dated April 4, 2024, re: Guelph City
Council Resolution to Support the Decision of the Ontario Energy Board (OEB) to
End the Subsidization of Fossil Gas.

14.News Release from the Ministry for Senior and Accessibility dated April 9, 2024,
re: Ontario Building More Inclusive Communities — Applications Now Open for 2024-
25 Inclusive Community Grants.

15. Correspondence from the Town of Goderich:
a) April 8, 2024 — Resolution — Legislative Amendments to improve Municipal
Code of Conduct.
b) April 10, 2024 — Resolution — Review of the Ontario Works and Ontario
Disability Support Program Financial Assistance Rates.
c) April 10, 2024 — Recommended Phase-Out of Free Well Water Testing the 2023
Auditor General's Report.

16. Bulletin from Nottawasaga Futures - South Simcoe Streams Network Programs
re: 2024 Trees for Streams — Volunteer Recruitment for Spring Planting Events.

17.Correspondence from the Treasury Board Secretariat re: Ontario’s First Annual
Report on the Provincial Emergency Management Strategy and Action Plan.

18.Email from the County of Simcoe dated April 11, 2024 re: Bill 185 and Provincial
Planning Statement Resources 2024,

19. Correspondence from Watson & Associates dated April 11, 2024 re: Assessments of
Bill 185, Cutting Red Tape to Build More Homes Act, 2024,

B — ITEMS RECEIVED AND REFERRED TO SERVICE AREA FOR ACTION

None.

C - ITEMS RECEIVED AND REFERRED TO SERVICE AREA FOR REVIEW AND

REPORT TO COUNCIL

None.
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Message from the Library Board Chair

The most essential aspect of Essa Public Library (EPL) services and spaces is to create
vibrant possibilities for our community to Imagine, Discover and Connect. EPL invites the
public into our modern and welcoming spaces with technology for everyone to use and a
collection that is managed thoughtfully with our patrons in mind.

Many connections and friendships grow out of EPL programs tailored for children, teens,
adults, and seniors. Numerous non-library sponsored groups and events take place here —
private books clubs, tutoring, homeschooling, and birthday parties for example. South
Simcoe Arts create rotating displays at Angus Branch to highlight local artist works.

There have been challenges in 2023. Times are changing. Censorship in library collections
and programming is being demanded in many places and there are some people who are
angry and loud in support of it. Fortunately, we have seen little of this in Essa so far, but this
is a real issue in neighbouring communities, and that is NOT in the interest of a vibrant,
diverse community. Public Libraries in general, and our Essa Public Library branches in
particular, must be a place where ALL members of the community can access the resources
that are of interest to them. EPL has been and will continue to run programs that are
welcoming to as many people as possible.

EPL was challenged in 2023 to do more with less. Our budget was tight and the staff were
very resourceful and successful when accessing grants. In a year where costs were
escalating everywhere, EPL continued to offer fine-free borrowing and free or minimal cost
programming. EPL also offers one free meeting space per month to our local community
groups, such as the Lions Club. In a time of high inflation where so many people are
struggling, Essa Public Library is one of the last places where the public can access books,
DVDs, games, social activities, and many other programs at no charge.

[t isn’t an accident that Essa Public Library exists in its present form. It is hard work requiring
imagination, initiative and continual nurturing of a welcoming service culture. As Board
Chair, | am extremely grateful for the leadership of management, the oversight of the Board
members, the support of Council, and staff that perform to a high standard of customer
service each and every day.

Judith Hunter
Chair, Library Board of Directors
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By the Numbers
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Kirstie Duke, a Communications Operator from the OPP Provincial Communication Centre in Orillia, is
the recipient of the 2023 Simcoe County Public Safety Communicator-of-the-Year Award. During
her three years in the role, Kirstie has committed more than 1,000 hours helping to coach and support
other staff. Described as an exceptional employee who leads by example, her professionalism and
knowledge inspire those around her. Her efforts in training and coaching have also led to the success
of others.

The 2023 Simcoe County Public Safety Communications Team Award is presented Barrie Police
Service staff members Sherri Heenan, Jayme Morrison, Melissa Nadeau, Karleigh Horan, Taylor
Bolam, Kelly Van Schubert, Sara Bullied, Chantelle Gerry, Dana Forrest, Sharon Taylor, Hailey
Richardson, Mikyla Matthews, Sarah Kenwright, and Sarah Winzar. In late 2023, this team coordinated
the response to a delicate and potentially dangerous situation involving a person in distress. Working
with multiple agencies, including groups outside of traditional emergency services, this team’s
professionalism, and dedication over a 24-hour period helped to ensure the successful and safe
resolution of the incident.

EVENT:

What 13t Simcoe County 9-1-1 Management Board
Public Safety Communications Awards

Where Simcoe County Museum
1151 Highway 26, Minesing

When Apri! 16, 2024
1p.m.

Photo and | Ceremony and interviews with recipients
video

County of Simcoe is composed of 16 member municipalities and provides crucial public services to
County residents, in addition to providing paramedic and social services to the separated cities of
Barrie and Orillia. Visit our website at simcoe.ca.

-30-
Collin Matanowitsch Jennifer Straw
Manager, Public Relations Senior Public Relations Consultant
County of Simcoe, Service Simcoe Department County of Simcoe, Service Simcoe Department
705-734-8386 (mobile) 705-790-5979 (mobile)
Collin.Matanowitsch@simcoe.ca Jennifer.Straw@simcoe.ca
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$4 billion over a 10-year period and will have a material impact on municipalities’ ability to
invest in community housing.

AMO recognizes that that these changes are the result of a renewed approach to
collaboration between the province and municipalities. The proposed changes make
progress in walking back elements of Bill 23 that significantly undermined municipalities’
ability to support housing. They do not, however, replace the need for a comprehensive
conversation to update the provincial-municipal fiscal framework to support
sustainability, affordability and economic prosperity.

Minister’s Zoning Orders

Bill 185 would replace the Community Infrastructure and Housing Accelerator (CHIA) tool
with a new Minister’s Zoning Order (MZO) framework that requires:

« Demonstration of how infrastructure servicing will be addressed;

« Anticipated timelines for downstream approvals and project completion;

« Evidence that they deliver on a provincial priority or are supported by a single-tier
or lower-tier municipality.

The new MZO framework takes steps towards improving transparency, but fall short of
AMO’s recommendations that the government:

e use MZOs only in collaboration with municipalities
« use MZOs only in situations of extraordinary urgency, and
« enshrine this requirement in legislation

Land-Use Planning Changes

Bill 185 includes a number of changes intended to streamline planning processes and
speed up housing development, including:

« Allowing municipalities to reallocate infrastructure servicing allocations from stalled
developments to ready-to-build ones in order to better support growth

« Removing the planning application fee refund framework introduced through 2022’s
Bill 109

« Exempting public universities from planning approvals to facilitate faster
construction of student residences.

« Limiting third-party appeals for approved Official Plans and Zoning By-laws

A8
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« Authorities needed to move forward with removing planning authorities from seven
upper-tier municipalities

Along with these measures, the government is introducing the next edition of the Building
Code and will be sharing an updated draft of the next Provincial Planning Statement
(PPS) for a 30-day consultation.

AMO calls on the province to support effective implementation of measures by limiting
future changes to the land-use planning process and restoring stability and certainty to
the system.

Other Items

Bill 185 also proposes to streamline the anti-bonusing exemptions process by providing
the Lieutenant Governor in Council the authority to allow municipalities to grant direct or
indirect assistance to specific types of businesses, subject to certain conditions.

Bill 185 makes changes to the Hazel McCallion Act (Peel Dissolution) which would require
the transition board to provide recommendations on the transfer of powers, responsibility
or jurisdiction from Peel Region with respect to land use planning, water and wastewater,
storm water, highways and waste management. AMO will continue to monitor the work of
the Peel Transition Board to identify any policy recommendations that may impact
municipalities in the future.

Contact:

Policy

policy@amo.on.ca

T 416.971.9856

Share this article:
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We support the response of the Government of Ontario to introduce a legislative vehicle
to reverse the OEB's rate rebasing decision. We applaud the work your government has
done to date, including the Electrification and Energy Transition Panel and the Natural
Gas Expansion Program and appreciate your advocacy and support for securing
Ontario’s access to affordable energy.

Best regards,

i

Mayor — Todd Case

CC: Colin Best, President of AMO
Hon. Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario
Hon. Todd Smith, Minister of Energy
Ontario municipalities
registrar@oeb.ca
municipalaffairs@enbridge.com
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RESOLUTION

DATE: MARCH 4, 2024
MOVED BY: T. CASE

SECONDED BY: W. MORRIS

RE: SECURING ACCCESS TO NATURAL GAS FOR OUR COMMUNITY AND ONTARIO

WHEREAS Access to natural gas is important to residents and businesses in our
community for affordability and reliability;

AND WHEREAS The Ontario Energy Board's (OEB) decision on Phase 1 of the Enbridge
Gas 2024 rebasing application, issued on 21 December 2023, has concerning
implications including putting info question the future access to natural gas that support
of economic development, affordable housing growth, and energy reliability in
communities such as the Township of Warwick;

AND WHEREAS Ontario is growing and access to affordable energy fo support this
growth for homes and businesses is crucial and is a measured approach fo energy
transition as not having access to natural gas will stifle economic growth and put housing
and energy affordability at risk.

NOWTHEREBE IT RESOLVED:

1. THAT the Corporation of the Township of Warwick supports a measured approach to
Ontario’s energy transition;

AND THAT the Corporation of the Township of Warwick recognizes that there may not
be enough electricity available fo replace the energy provided by natural gas and meet
the increased demand from electrification.

2. THAT Natural gas must continue to play an integral role in meeting the energy needs
of rural Ontario. .

3. THAT the Corporation of the Township of Warwick supports the work the Government
of Ontario has done to date, including the Natural Gas Expansion Program and
Electrification and Energy Transition Panel’s call for a clear policy on the role of natural
gas to secure access to affordable energy.

4. THAT this resolution be circulated to the President of AMO, Colin Best, Hon. Doug
Ford, Premier of Ontario, Hon. Todd Smith, the Minister of Energy, Member of Provincial

Parliament for Samnia-Lambton, all regional municipalities and submitted to
municipalaffairs@enbridge.com.

- Carried.
%’C/\—
3a MAYOR — TODD CASE
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Clerk’s Department March 27, 2024

Whereas Clearview Township, as all Canadians, endeavours to foster safe homes,
communities, schools and public spaces;

Be It Resolved That the Mayor and Council of Clearview Township endorse the passing
of Bill C-63 in the House of Commons and the establishment of a “digital safety
commission” and nomination of an “independent” Ombudsperson; and,

That a copy of this resolution be circulated to all municipalities in Ontario; the
Association of Municipalities of Ontario; Terry Dowdall, MP; The Right Honourable
Justin Trudeau, Prime Minister of Canada and The Honourable Arif Virani, Minister of
Justice & Attorney General of Canada. Motion Carried.

Sincerely,

Sasha Helmkay-Playter, B.A., Dipl. M.A., AOMC
Clerk/Director of Legislative Services

cc:

Right Honourable Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
Simcoe Grey MP Terry Dowdall

Association of Municipalities of Ontario

Ontario Municipalities

24
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WHEREAS Ontario homeowners can now expect to receive $1,120 annually for the
rebate on average and the rebate will be renamed to the Canada Carbon Rebate; and

WHEREAS starting on January 1, 2024, both SaskEnergy and SaskPower removed the
federal carbon tax from home heating, resulting in savings for approximately 98 per cent
of Saskatchewan families by exempting them from carbon tax on home heating oil; and

WHEREAS the Canadian government has implemented new measures to help Atlantic
Canadians lower their energy bills by making the average heat pump free to help low- to
median-income Canadians switch to cleaner fuel and incentivizing the switch to heat
pumps with $250 upfront payments; and

WHEREAS the Canadian and Ontario governments have discontinued grant and rebate
programs for Ontarians to retrofit their homes to be energy efficient such as Ontario’s
green home-retrofit rebate program, the ecoENERGY home retrofit program, and the
Canada Greener Homes Grant, making it difficult for homeowners to reduce their
reliance on natural gas.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:

A. THAT the Federal Government exclude home heating from the federal carbon tax to
reduce the burden on citizens, as has been done in Saskatchewan; and

B. THAT the Federal and Provincial Governments reinstate home energy retrofit rebate
and grant programs to help Brantford residents retrofit their homes to be more energy
efficient and provide barrier-free options for switching to less carbon-intensive fuel
sources to lower their utility bills and avoid the carbon tax; and

C. THAT the Clerk BE DIRECTED to forward a copy of this resolution to The Federal
Minister of the Environment and Climate Change, The Honourable Steven Guilbeault,
The Provincial Minister of Environment, Conservation and Parks, The Honourable
Andrea Khanijin, The City of Brantford Member of Parliament, The Honourable Larry
Brock, The City of Brantford Member of Provincial Parliament, The Honourable Will
Bouma, and to each municipality in Ontario; and

D. THAT the Mayor of the City of Brantford request that this resolution be added as an
agenda item for consideration by the Ontario Big City’s Mayor Caucus.

| trust this information is of assistance.

Yours truly,

CITY CLERK’S OFFICE  City Hall, 58 Dalhousie Street, Brantford, ON N3T 2)2  P.O Box 818, Brantford, ON N3T 5R7
Phone: (519) 759-4150 Fax: (519) 759-7840 www.brantford.ca
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Iincoln

4800 SOUTH SERVICE RD
BEAMSVILLE, ON LOR 1B1

905-563-8205
April 3, 2024

SENT VIA EMAIL: Premier@ontario.ca

The Honourable Doug Ford
Premier of Ontario
Legislative Building, Queen’'s Park

Toronto, ON M7A 1A1

Dear Honourable Doug Ford:

RE: Town of Lincoln Council Resolution — Extension of Bill 23 Timelines
regarding Heritage Registry Lists

Please be advised that the Council of the Corporation of the Town of Lincoln at its
Council Meeting held on March 25, 2024, passed the following motion regarding
the Extension of Bill 23 Timelines regarding Heritage Registry Lists:

Resolution No: RC-2024-33
Moved by Mayor Easton; Seconded by Councillor Lynn Timmers

WHEREAS subsection 27(16) of the Ontario Heritage Act stipulates that any non-
designated heritage property listed on the municipal register of properties as of
December 31, 2022 shall be removed from the municipal register on or before
January 1, 2025, if the council of the municipality does not give a notice of intention
to designate the property under subsection 29(1) of the Ontario Heritage Act on or
before January 1, 2025; and

WHEREAS since January 1, 2023, municipal staff and members of the Heritage

Advisory Committee have been diligently working to: review the municipal heritage
register; research the heritage value and interest of listed (non-designated)

properties; review and research the heritage value and interest of non-designated

properties; determine which properties should potentially be designated in

accordance with the provisions of Section 29 of the Onfario Heritage Act, and take

all required steps to designate such properties; and

WHEREAS the above-noted work involving 247 listed properties in the Town of
Lincoln is extremely time-consuming and cannot be completed by December 31,
2024, with the limited municipal resources available.

lincoln.ca K1Y @TownoflLincolnON inlace to grow, a place to prosper, a place to belong.
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WHEREAS the Heritage Advisory Committee on March 14, 2024 provided support
to extend the January 1, 2025 deadline for five years to January 1, 2030 to continue
efforts required to de3|gnate properties.

Page 2 of 2

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Town of Lincoln
authorize the Mayor to promptly send a letter to Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario, and
Michael Ford, Minister of Citizenship and Multiculturalism, requesting that
Subsection 27(16) of the Ontario Heritage Act be amended to extend the above-
noted deadline for five years from January 1, 2025 to January 1, 2030; and

FURTHER THAT Council direct staff to forward this resolution to all municipalities
in Ontario seeking support of the ACO correspondence.

CARRIED

If you require any addiﬁonal information, please do not hesitate to contact the
undersigned.

dulie Kirkelos
Town Clerk
ikirkelos@lincoln.ca

JK/dp

Cc:  Premier of Ontario
Minister of Citizenship and Multiculturalism
All Ontario Municipalities

lincoln.ca [El¥ @TownoflincolnON 43ce to grow, a place to prosper, a place to belong.
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We are grateful for your valued partnership and look forward to continuing to work together to
move emergency management forward.

Sincerely,

The Honourable Caroline Mulroney
President of the Treasury Board
Minister responsible for Emergency Management

C: Bernie Derible, Deputy Minister and Commissioner of Emergency Management,
Treasury Board Secretariat
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ECONGOMISTS LTD

April 11, 2024

To Our Municipal Clients:

Re: Assessment of Bill 185, Cutting Red Tape to Build More Homes Act, 2024

On behalf of our many municipal clients, we are writing to inform you of thé Ontario
Legislature’s proposed changes to the Development Charges Act (D.C.A.) under Bill -

+185 (Cutting Red Tape to Build More Homes Act) and to' Ontario Regulation 82/98
under the D.C.A. These proposed changes are wrth respect to:

The definition of ellgrble caprtal costs (to'include certain studres)

The removal of the mandatory phase-in of charges; :

The process for minor amendments to development charge (D.C.) by-laws;

A reduction of time for the D.C. rate freeze related to site plan and zoning by-law
amendment planning applications;

¢ ‘Modernizing public notice requrrements and

« Implementation of the Affordable Residential Unit exemptrons

Further detarls with respect to these proposed changes are provrded below

With respect to changes to the Plann/ng Act arising from Bnl 185, Watson will be
preparing a subsequent letter summarizing the changes.

1. Revised Definition of Capital Costs

On November 28, 2022, the Provrnce énacted Biil 23, More Homes Built Faster Act,
which included a number of dlscounts “exemptions, and reductions to D.C.s. As part of
this legislation, the definition of capital costs (subsection 5 (3) of the D. C A ) was
amended to remove studies; including D.C-background studies.” ' »

Bill 185 proposes to reverse the capital cost amendments of the More Homes Built
Faster Act (Bill 23) by reinstating studies as an eligible capital cost. The following
paragraphs are proposed to be added to subsectlon 5 (3) of the D.C. A :

5. Costs to undertake sz‘ud/es in connecz‘/on with any of the maz‘z‘ers
referred to in paragraphs 1to 4.

6. Costs of the development charge background study required under

section 10.
2233 Argentia Rd. Office: 905-272-3600 '
Suite 301 Fax: = 905-272-3602 HADCA-GEN\Bill 185\Assessment of Bill 185, Cutting Red Tape o Build
Mississauga, Ontario www.watsonecon.ca More Homes Act, 2024.docx

L5N 2X7 @ X
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The proposed amendment will allow municipalities to fund studies, consistent with by-
laws passed prior to the More Homes Built Faster Act (Bill 23). This will allow for the

funding of master plans, D.C. background studies, and similar studies that inform the

capital costs of the D.C. background study.

2. Removal of the Mandatory Phase-in

The More Homes Built Faster Act (Bill 23) required the phase-in of charges imposed in
-aD.C. by-law over a five-year term. D.C. by-laws passed after January 1, 2022, were
required to phase-in the calculated charges as follows:

Year 1 of the by-law — 80% of the charges could be imposed;

Year 2 of the by-law — 85% of the charges could be imposed;

Year 3 of the by-law — 90% of the charges could be imposed;

Year 4 of the by-law — 95% of the charges could be imposed; and
Years 5 to 10 of the by-law — 100% of the charges could be imposed.

Bill 185 proposes to remove the mandatory phase-in of the charges. It is proposed that
this change would be effective for D.C. by-laws passed after Bill 185 comes into effect.

For site plah and zoning by-law amendment applications that were made prior to Bill
185 receiving Royal Assent, the charges payable will be the charges that were in place
on the day the planning application was made (i.e., including the applicable mandatory
phase-in).

Note, the Bill also proposes to allow minor amendments to D.C. by-laws that include
these phase-in provisions. As provided in further detail below, these amendments
would not require the preparation of a D.C. background study or undertake the statutory
public process, and the amendments would not be subject to Ontario Land Tribunal
appeal. This provision will only be available for a period of six months after Bill 185
takes effect. -

3.  Process for Minor Amendments to D.C. By-laws

-Section 19 of the D.C.A. requires that a municipality must follow sections 10 through 18
of the D.C.A. (with necessary modifications) when amending D.C. by-laws. Sections 10
through 18 of the D.C.A. generally require the following:

e Completion of a D.C. background study, including the requirement to post the
background study 60 days prior to passage of the D.C. by-law;

¢ Passage of a D.C. by-law within one year of the completion of the D.C.
background study; :

¢ A public meeting, including notice requirements; and

e The ability to appeal the by-law to the Ontario Land Tribunal.

Watson & Associates Economists Ltd. (D1 PAGE 2

Assessment of Bill 185, Cutting Red Tape to Build More Homes Act, 2024



Bill 185 proposes to allow municipalities to undertake minor amendments to D.C. by-
laws for the following purposes without adherence to the requirements noted above
(with the exception of the notice requirements):

1. To repeal a provision of the D.C. by-law specifying the date the by-law expires or
to amend the provision to extend the expiry date (subject to the 10-year
hmltatlons provided in the D.C.A.); -

2. Toimpose D.C.s for studies, including the D. C background study, and

3. Toremove the provnsuons related to the mandatory phase-in of D.C.sas
discussed in section 2 of this letter. .

Minor amendments related to items 2 and 3 noted above may be undertaken only if the
D.C. by-law being amended was passed after November 28, 2022, and before Bill 185
takes effect. Moreover, the amendlng by-law must be passed Wlthln six months of Bill
185 taklng effect :

Notice requ1rements for these minor amending by-laws are Slmllal’ to the typlcal notice .
requirements, with the exception of the requirement to identify the last day for appealing
the by-law (as these provisions do not apply).

4. Reduction of D.C. Rate Freeze Timeframe

Bill 108, More Homes, More Choices Act, 2019, which received Royal Assent on June
6, 2019, provided several changes to the D.C.A. including the requirement to freeze the
D.C.s imposed on certain developments. This applied to developments that were
subject to a site plan and/or a zoning by-law amendment application. The D.C. rate for
these developments is “frozen” at the rates that were in effect at the time the site plan
and/or a zoning by-law amendment application was submitted (subject to applicable
interest). Once the application is approved by the municipality, if the date the D.C. is
payablel'lis more than two years from the approval date, the D.C. rate freeze wouId no
longer apply. - '

Bill 185 proposes to reduce the two-year timeframe to 18 months and move this
timeframe from being identified in O. Reg. 82/98 to being identified in the D.C.A.
Transition provisions are included that require the two-year D.C. “freeze” for site plan
and zoning by-law amendment applications that were approved prior to Bill 185
receiving Royal Assent to remain in effect.

['l'In the case of Rental Housing and Institutional development, once the application is
approved by the municipality, if the date the first building permitis issued is more than
two years after the date of approval, the D.C. rate freeze would no longer apply.

Watson & Associates Economists Ltd. Eﬁ PAGE 3
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Note that the streamlined process for minor amending by-laws does not appear to
include the ability to amend D.C. by-laws to meet this legislative change.

5. Other Proposed Changes

Along with the proposed legislative changes outlined in Bill 185, the Province has
identified related proposed regulatory changes regarding modernization of the public
notice requirements. In addition, the Province has noted that implementation of the
Affordable Residential Unit exemption will occur on June 1, 2024.

5.1 Modernizing Public Notice Requirements

The D.C.A. sets out the requirements for municipalities to give notice of public meetings
and of by-law passage. These requirements are prescribed in sections 9 and 10 of

0. Reg. 82/98 and include giving notice in a newspaper of sufficiently general circulation
in the area to which the by-law would apply. The proposed regulatory changes would
modernize public notice requirements by allowing municipalities to provide notice on a
municipal website if a local newspaper is not available.

5.2  Implementing the Affordable Residential Unit Exemption

The More Homes Built Faster Act (Bill 23) identified an exemption for Affordable
Residential Units. This exemption was subsequently revised through Bill 134,
Affordable Homes and Good Jobs Act, 2023, which received Royal Assent on
December 4, 2023. The exemption is summarized as follows:

» Affordable Rental: Where the rent is no greater thyanvthe lesser of the income
based affordable rent!'! set out in the Affordable Residential Units Bulletin and the
average market rent identified in the Affordable Residential Units Bulletin.

¢ Affordable Owned Unit: Where the price of the residential unit is no greater than
the lesser of the income-based affordable purchase pricel? set out in the
Affordable Residential Units Bulletin and 90% of the average purchase price
identified in the Affordable Residential Units Bulletin.

[l Based on the 60 percentile of gross annual incomes for renter households in the
applicable local municipality and where the rent is equal to 30% of the income of the
household.

2l Based on the 60" percentile of gross annual incomes for households in the applicable
focal municipality and where the purchase price would result in annual accommodation
costs equal to 30 per cent of the income of the household.

v
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The Provincial Backgrounder has indicated that this exemption will come into force on
June 1, 2024, and that the Affordable Residential Units Bulletin will be posted on
Ontario.ca.

Note, no commentary has been provided on the Attainable Unit exemption at this time.

6. Summary Comments on the Proposed Amendments

Many of these changes to the D.C.A. appear positive for municipalities by assisting in
ensuring that growth pays for growth to the extent possible. This is achieved by
allowing for the inclusion of growth-related studies that will allow municipalities to
appropriately plan for additional development. Furthermore, the removal of the
mandatory phase-in provisions ensures discounts to D.C.s are not provided to
development and redevelopment that municipalities do not aim to incentivize. The
reduction in the D.C. rate freeze timeline helps to ensure development that is not
proceeding quickly does not receive D.C. discounts. Additionally, the ability to make
minor amendments to D.C. by-laws to align with the legislative changes without onerous
administrative requirements will assist municipalities in aligning policies with the
amended legislation quickly. Modernizing the public notice requirements further assists
municipalities in areas where there is no local newspaper.

With respect to the implementation of the Affordable Residential Unit exemption on
June 1, 2024, as stated in previous correspondence, while it is an admirable goal to
create additional affordable housing units, further D.C., community benefits charge, and
parkland exemptions will continue to provide further financial burdens on municipalities
to fund these exemptions.

Watson will be providing a submission through the Environmental Registry of Ontario on
these legislative changes. Watson will also be seeking an opportunity to speak as a
delegation to the Standing Committee, if possible, to provide our comments on behalf of
our municipal clients. We will continue to monitor the progress of Bill 185 through the
legislature and will continue to keep our clients informed of any changes. If you have
any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Yours very truly,
WATSON & ASSOCIATES ECONOMISTS LTD.

Daryl Abbs, MBE, PLE, Managing Partner

Andrew Grunda, MBA, CPA, CMA, Principal

Jamie Cook, MCIP, RPP, PLE, Managing Partner
Peter Simcisko, BA (Hons), MBE, Managing Partner
Sean-Michael Stephen, MBA, Managing Partner
Jack Ammendolia, BES, PLE, Managing Partner
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