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TOWNSHIP OF ESSA
CONSENT AGENDA
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 2025

A — ITEMS RECEIVED AS INFORMATION

1.

2.

Essa Public Library December 2024 Report.
Nottawasaga Futures Newsletter.

Correspondence from Ministry of Rural Affairs dated January 19, 2025, re: Enabling
Opportunity: Ontario’s Rural Economic Development Strategy.

Correspondence from the City of Woodstock, re: Requesting Support for the need for
adequate Funding for Ontario’s Children’s Aid Society.

Correspondence from the Simcoe Muskoka District Health Unit dated January 15,
2025, re: Retirement Announcement.

Correspondence from the City of Peterborough dated January 21, 2025, re:
Resolution - Bill 242, Safer Municipalities Act, 2024.

Correspondence from AMO:

a) Policy Update — AMO 2025 Pre-Budget Submission.

b) Policy Update — New Reports on Ontario’s Homelessness Crisis, Water and
Wastewater Utility Feasibility.

Correspondence from the Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority (NVCA):

a) Opinion — Conservation Authorities are a Pillar in our Communities.

b) Media Release ~ Jonathan Scott and Gail Little Acclaimed as NVCA Chair and
Vice Chair.

Correspondence from the County of Simcoe:

a) January 14, 2025 — Council Highlights.

b) January 8, 2025 — Release — County Applauds New Funding to Support
Homelessness Prevention and Address Encampments

c) January 14, 2025- Release — County Councillors Approve Next Step in Process
to Adjust the Size of County Council.

d) January 23, 2025 — Release — County of Simcoe to Recognize Age-Friendly
Champions.

e) January 23, 2025 — Release — County to Open Call for Applications for Social
and Community Investment Fund (SCIF) on January 30, 2025.

f) January 23, 2025 — Release — Warden Proclaims February as Black History
Month in the County of Simcoe.

g) Correspondence — 2025 Simcoe County Age-Friendly Municipal Grant
Opportunity.

B - ITEMS RECEIVED AND REFERRED TO SERVICE AREA FOR ACTION

None

C - ITEMS RECEIVED AND REFERRED TO SERVICE AREA FOR REVIEW AND

REPORT TO COUNCIL

None.
























Al

Cultivating Growth, Innovation, and Flavor on the Farm

The Nottawasaga Futures AgKnowledge Forum is your chance to
connect, learn, and grow within the agricultural community! Taking
place on February 28, 2025, at the Gibson Centre in Alliston, this
inspiring event features local farmers sharing their firsthand
experiences and business journeys, offering valuable insights into the
power of value-added farming. With a vibrant marketplace, engaging
discussions, and a delicious tasting experience, the forum celebrates
the innovation and resilience of our farming community. Whether
you're a farmer, food enthusiast, or supporter of local agriculture, this
event promises meaningful connections and practical ideas to help

your farm thrive.

Join Us at the Nottawasaga Futures AgKnowledge Forum!

Date: February 28, 2025

Forum: 8:30 AM - 12:00 PM

Vendor Market 12:00 PM - 2:00 PM

Location: Gibson Centre, 63 Tupper St W, Alliston, ON

Discover innovative ways to enhance your farm's success at this

year’s AgKknowledge Forum!

» Spotlight on Farm Businesses: Hear directly from local farmers
as they share their experiences, challenges, and successes in

creating thriving agricultural enterprises.
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» Value-Added Opportunities: Learn practical strategies to
diversify your farm's offerings and boost profitability.

« Farmer Stories: Be inspired by firsthand accounts of innovation
and resilience from those shaping our agricultural community.

« Market & Tasting: Explore a vibrant marketplace featuring local

farm products and indulge in the unique flavors of the region.

This event is a must-attend for anyone passionate about agriculture

and rural innovation.

Reserve your spot now: email robin@nottawasaga.com
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Fuelled by Females: A Celebration of Women's Day

Bringing women together to showcase, celebrate, and share their gifts,

talents, and skills.

Nottawasaga Futures is thrilled to sponsor a dynamic presentation by

the team at Addictive Design.

Join us for an exciting, informative, and fun session exploring the
latest trends in design, marketing, website development, SEO, PPC,

and the integration of Al.

As the marketing world evolves rapidly, this presentation will give you

valuable insights into both traditional and digital strategies.

Don’t miss out on learning from the experts and discovering how
Addictive Design has guided businesses toward success—stay ahead

of the curve as 2025 unfolds!

With over 50 entrepreneurs participating in this event; including
handcrafted artisan vendors, food vendors, spiritual and healing
services, authors, and local charities, there is something for everyone!
The Makers Market will take place in the Honda Performance Hall and
Mercer Pub areas of the Gibson Centre and will be open from 10am

until 4pm.

Workshops and experiences are timed, ticketed events with ticket
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spaces and that includes the requirement to provide shelter spaces that must
accommodate illicit drug use and other activities that could put shelter
residents, workers and volunteers at risk. The result is that municipalities are
impaired in their enforcement of their standards and have lost or are losing
control of their parks and open spaces.

On December 12, 2024, the Honourable Paul Calandra, Minister of Municipal
Affairs and Housing, introduced Bill 242, Safer Municipalities Act, 2024.
Among its various initiatives, Bill 242 proposes to amend section 2 of the
Trespass to Property Act by adding aggravating factors that must be
considered in the court’s determination of a penalty under that section.
However, the key challenge is that a municipality’s exercise of its rights at
common law and under section 9 of the Trespass to Property Act to remove
encampments from the municipality’s parks and open spaces remains
potentially subject to the unworkable and unclear standard for the adequacy
of shelter space suggested by the Waterloo Decision.

In these circumstances, municipalities need provincial legislation that clearly
defines a workable standard for shelter space for the purposes of a
municipality’s jurisdiction to enforce its standards regulating or prohibiting
encampments in its parks and open spaces.

Now therefore, be it resolved:

1.

3.

That the provincial government be respectfully requested to amend Bill 242 to
clearly define a workable standard for shelter space for the purposes of a
municipality’s jurisdiction to enforce its standards regulating or prohibiting
encampments in its parks and open spaces.

That, without limitation, Bill 242 provides that a municipality will have met the
standard for shelter space for the purposes of the municipality’s jurisdiction
to enforce its standards regulating or prohibiting encampments in its parks
and open spaces:

a) despite the establishment and enforcement of shelter rules including rules
that prohibit drug use and other activities that could put shelter residents,
workers and volunieers at risk; and

b) if an official designated by the municipality is satisfied that the number of
available shelter spaces is at least equal to the aggregate of the number of
individuals actually seeking shelter and the number of individuals against
whom the municipality is planning to enforce its standards regulating or
prohibiting encampments in its parks and open spaces.

That a copy of this resolution be sent to:

R
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a) Peterborough - Kawartha MPP Dave Smith;

b) Honourable Doug Ford, Premier;

c) Honourable Paul Calandra, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing;
d) Honourable Doug Downey, Attorney General;

e) Association of Municipalities of Ontario; and to

f) Councils of each of Ontario’s municipalities.

Sincerely,

enne

City Clerk

cc:
City of Peterborough Council
City of Peterborough Staff
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