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TOWNSHIP OF ESSA
CONSENT AGENDA
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2023

A —-ITEMS RECEIVED AS INFORMATION

6.

Simcoe County Historical Association Newsletter — October 2023.

Correspondence from the Simcoe County District School Board and the Simcoe
Muskoka Catholic District School Board dated October 16, 2023, re: Notice of
Passage of EDC By-Laws.

News Release from the Ministry of Finance dated October 20, 2023, re:
Ontario Continues to Support Municipalities through the Ontario Municipal
Partnership Fund.

Correspondence from the Ontario Energy Board re: Notice of a Rate Hearing
(Enbridge Gas Inc.).

Notice from the Legislative Assembly of Ontario re: Study on Regional Governance
as overseen by the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing.

Correspondence from the Association of Municipalities Ontario:

a) October 18, 2023 Policy Update — Social and Economic Prosperity Review.
b) October 23, 2023 Policy Update — Official Plans, Income Security and the

a

b

Provincial Climate Change Impact Assessment.

Correspondence from the County of Simcoe:

) October 13, 2023 — Release — County Unveils Innovated Data Tool as Part of Its
10-point Homelessness Prevention Strategy.

) Council Highlights — Council Meeting of October 10, 2023; Committee of the
Whole Meeting of September 26, 2023.

c) October 24, 2023 — Township of Essa Bursary Recipient, Julia Mancuso.

f)

) Release — County of Simcoe and City of Orillia to host a Public Information Centre
to Discuss the Housing-Attainable Supply Action Plan (Housing ASAP) Project.

) October 25, 2023 — Release — County Council Building Up Futures Through Early
Learning and Child Care Directed Growth Strategy.
County Council 2024 Meeting Calendar.

B — ITEMS RECEIVED AND REFERRED TO SERVICE AREA FOR ACTION

None

C —ITEMS RECEIVED AND REFERRED TO SERVICE AREA FOR REVIEW AND
REPORT TO COUNCIL

None.


















NEWS RELEASE

Ontario Continues to Support
Municipalities through the Ontario
Municipal Partnership Fund

Province providing $500 million to support northern, rural
and small municipalities

October 20, 2023
Finance

TORONTO — Ontario is continuing to support
northern, rural and small municipalities through the
Ontario Municipal Partnership Fund (OMPF), which will
once again provide funding of $500 million for 2024.
The funding, which is unconditional, will be distributed
to 390 municipalities across the province to help local
priorities and specific community needs.

“Maintaining a close relationship with our municipal
partners is critical as we build a strong Ontario
together,” said Peter Bethlenfalvy, Minister of Finance.
“Our government recognizes the unique challenges
northern, rural and small communities face. This is
why the Ontario Municipal Partnership Fund, along
with other programs, are critical in building stronger
and resilient communities across the province.”

The OMPF is one part of Ontario’s overall support to
municipalities, which continues to increase. The
government has doubled the Ontario Community
Infrastructure Fund (OCIF) and, since 2021, has
introduced new supports such as the Northern
Ontario Resource Development Support (NORDS) and
the Building Faster Fund, a $1.2 billion program that
supports community growth throughout the province,
including in small, rural and northern communities.
Ontario also recently announced that it will restore
provincial annual base funding for public health units
in 2024.

“As municipalities begin annual budget planning this
fall, ongoing economic uncertainty threatens their
ability to make informed decisions for the long-term,”
said AMO President Colin Best. “Stable and predictable
funding like the Ontario Municipal Partnership Fund
remains critical to municipal governments who remain
key partners in helping to build a strong Ontario.”

Announcing municipal allocations in the fall provides
municipalities with predictability ahead of their annual
budget planning cycle.

Quick Facts

¢ The OMPF is providing $500 million to 390 of
Ontario's 444 municipalities in 2024. The funding is
unconditional and can be used to support the local
priorities and specific needs of each community.
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Home (www.ola.org/en) » Legislative business (www.ola.org/en/legislative-business) » Committees (www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/committe s)_; gtanding

Committee on Heritage, Infrastructure and Cultural Policy (www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/committees/heritage-infrastructure-cultural-policy/parfiament-

43)» Notice of hearings (www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/committees/heritage infrastructure-cultural-policy/parliament-43/notice-hearings) » Study on regional
governance as overseen by the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing, public hearings

(www.ola.org)
Associated Committee
{43 Heritage, Infrastructure and Cultural Policy] Standing Committee on Heritage, Infrastructure and Cultural Policy (www.ola.org/en/legislative-

business/committees/heritage-infrastructure-cultural-policy/parliament-43),
Committee Business

Other matters referred to the committee (www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/committees/heritage-infrastructure-cultural-policy/parliament-43/other-business)

Study on regional governance as overseen by the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing

The Standing Committee on Heritage, Infrastructure and Cultural Policy will meet to conduct a study on regional governance as overseen
by the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing.

The Committee intends to hold public hearings in Barrie, Ontario on Monday, November 6, 2023.

Interested people who wish to be considered to make an oral presentation to the Committee are required to register by 12:00 p.m. (EDT)
on Monday, October 30, 2023.

Those who do not wish to make an oral presentation but wish to comment on the issue may send a written submission by 7:00 p.m. (EST)
on Monday, November 6, 2023.

To register or send a written submission, please visit the following link: ola.org/en/apply-committees (www.ola.orghttp://ola.org/en/apply-

commiittees) .

The Committee will stream live from location when available. For the link to the webcast, and to find times and availability, please visit the

Legislative Assembly website at ola.org (www.ola.orghttps://www.ola.org)..

Laurie Scott, MPP, Chair
Isaiah Thorning, Clerk

Whitney Block, Room 1405
Toronto, ON M7A 1A2

Telephone: 416-325-3526
Facsimile: 416-325-3505
TTY: 416-325-3538
E-mail: schicp@ola.org

Collect calls will be accepted.
Ces renseignements sont disponibles en frangais sur demande.
Was this page helpful?
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Age-Friendly Housing Grant Update

The Age-Friendly Seniors Housing Grant program is recommended within
the Simcoe County 2018-2023 Positive Aging Strategy. In 2018, County
Council approved $500,000 in annual funding towards implementing this
program. This annual program supports the development of age-friendly
housing by including accessible, adaptable, and inclusive designs and/or
incorporating a range of support services that would allow older adults to
continue to live independently in their homes and participate in their

communities for as long as possible.

On September 26, 2023, Council received a report on the Age-friendly
Housing Grant’'s performance. In 2023, there were 110 applicants. The
County of Simcoe was able to support 83 various projects; 50 bathroom
modifications, 16 stair lifts, 16 ramps, handrails or entrance ways, and one
dementia modification. Over the past five years, the program has approved
346 housing renovations and seen an average of 31.5% growth in the

number of approved applications year over year.

County Forest Land Acquisition - Current

Practice & Policy Update

The County of Simcoe owns and operates Ontario’s largest municipally
owned forest network, spanning more than 35,000 acres. Growing Simcoe
County Forest remains a priority due to its many benefits. Using the
Ecological Land Classification system, the Annual Ecosystem value for the

Simcoe County Forest is approximately $75 million.

The key acquisition principles for the continued strategic expansion of the

County Forest are that additional properties enhance the environmental,
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The County’s 2023 Bursary Program was open to Simcoe County-based full-
and part-time students enrolled in an undergraduate program at a post-
secondary institution in Canada. Eligible candidates must have graduated or
be eligible for graduation in the year of application with an Ontario
Secondary School diploma in Simcoe County. This typically includes
students who graduated from high schools in Simcoe County but also
includes diplomas received through an accredited institution including some

home-schooling programs.

The County’s 16 member municipalities participated resulting in 21 $3,000
bursaries for 2023 (16 from the member municipalities and a further 5 fully
funded by the County).

In 2023, the County received a record number of submissions. A total of
485 applications were received of which 261 were eligible for an award - a
marked increase from past years. Members of the Bursary Committee
independently reviewed all anonymized applications prior to their meeting
on September 19, 2023, then met in closed session to determine a
recommended list of recipients. On October 10, 2023, Council confirmed the

list of recipients, and successful applicants will be notified shortly.
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