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TOWNSHIP OF ESSA
CONSENT AGENDA
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2025

A - ITEMS RECEIVED AS INFORMATION

1.

Correspondence from the Essa Public Library:
a. Summer 2025 — Report.

b. May 2025 — Manager's Report.

c. June 2025 — CEO Report.

d. June 2025 — Manager’s Report.

Correspondence from the Town of Shelburne, dated September 23, 2025,
re: Automated Speed Enforcement.

Correspondence from the Town of Midland, dated September 25, 2025,
re: Opposing the Elimination of Automated Speed Enforcement Cameras.

Correspondence from the Office of the Solicitor General, dated September 26,
2025, re: OPP Cost Recovery Model.

Correspondence from the Simcoe County District School Board, dated September
30, 2025, re: 2025 — 2026 Capital Priorities Program.

Correspondence from the Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority, dated
October 1, 2025, re: Draft 2026 Business Plan and Budget Bookiet.

Correspondence from Simcoe Muskoka District Health Unit:

a. October 1, 2025: Introduction of Dr. Lisa Simon, Medical Officer of Health and
Chief Executive Officer.

b. October 8, 2025: Introduction of Dr. Michelle Quaye, Public Health Physician.

Correspondence from the Regional Municipality of Waterloo, dated October 8,
2025, re: Amending Ontario Regulation 391/21.

Correspondence from the Township of Edwardsburgh Cardinal, dated October 14,
2025, re: Ontario Community Infrastructure Fund (OCIF).

10. Correspondence from County of Simcoe:

a. October 8, 2025 — Release — 2025 Age Friendly Recognition Awards
Celebrates Community Champions.

b. October 8, 2025 — Release — County Urges Drivers to Follow Ontario’s Move
Over Law.

c. October 15, 2025 — Release — County of Simcoe Wraps Up Hospice
Investment.

d. October 20, 2025 — Release — County and Partners Work Together to Prepare
for Emergencies Across the Region.
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e. October 21, 2025 - Release — Warden Proclaims 25 Annual Child Care
Worker and Early Childhood Educator Appreciation Day.

f. October 27, 2025 — Release — New Pickleball Court Coming to Georgian
Village.

11. Correspondence from AMO:

a. September 18, 2025 — AMO Policy Update — Call to Amplify Automated Speed
Enforcement Advocacy, 2026 Ontario Community Infrastructure Fund
Allocation.

b. October 17, 2025 -~ AMO President’s Update — September 2025

c. October 21, 2025 — AMO Policy Update — Bill 56 Introduced, Building Code
Amendments Submission and Advocacy on Removing Building Code
Enforcement from Provincial Courts.

d. October 28, 2025 — AMO Policy Update — Bill 60, Fighting Delays, Building
Faster Act, 2025.

e. October 29, 2025 — AMO Policy Update — Speed Camera Legislation, First —
Time Homebuyer HST Relief, AMO’s Homelessness Research Update &
Energy Advocacy.

12. Nottawasaga Futures Newsletter — October 16, 2025.

13. Correspondence from the Town of Ajax, dated October 22, 2025, re: Provincial
Decision on Automated Speed Enforcement (ASE).

14.Correspondence from the Corporation of The Municipality Of South Huron, dated
October 23, 2025, re: Ontario Community Infrastructure Fund.

15. Correspondence from the Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority , October
2025 Board Meeting Highlights.

16. Correspondence from The Corporation of the City if Cambridge, dated October 30,
2025, re: Rent Protection for Tenants.

B - ITEMS RECEIVED AND REFERRED TO SERVICE AREA FOR ACTION

None.

C - ITEMS RECEIVED AND REFERRED TO SERVICE AREA FOR REVIEW AND
REPORT TO COUNCIL

None.
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Angus Branch:
o Work Order submitted for a larger sink in the program room declined — not possible.
e Three picnic tables delivered by Parks and Rec team.
e Parking during school days for library staff challenging.
e Paving stones to the north of the library entrance have deteriorated to a degree that the
area is no longer Accessible. This has been reported to SCDSB.
Locational sign outside Angus Branch needs repair/replacement — SCDSB responsibility
¢ Angus Branch no longer qualifies for Athabasca University exam invigilation due to
environment standards regarding privacy and technology. This may be remedied when
Quiet Booths are acquired as identified in the Strategic Plan, “Vibrant and Versatile
Spaces’.

Library Board topic to ignite forward planning:

Lost and Damaged items — in consideration of inventory shrinkage.
e Patron responsibility to address costs? Unless there is a pattern?
o Collection Agency still appropriate?
e Helps to mention potential Collection Agency submission in correspondence.

CEO Report G 2


















Solicitor General Solliciteur général ”»
Office of the Solicitor General Bureau du solliciteur général %@i
25 Grosvenor Street, 18" Ficor 25, rue Grosvenor, 18° étage L
Toronto ON M7A 1Y6 Toronto ON M7A 1Y6 Ontario
Tel: 416 326-5000 Tél. : 416 326-5000

Toll Free: 1 866 517-0571 Sans frais : 1 866 517-0571

Minister. SOLGEN@ontario.ca Minister. SOLGEN@ontario.ca

132-2025-3641
By email

September 26, 2025

Dear Heads of Council and Chief Administrative Officers of OPP-Policed Municipalities:

The Ministry of the Solicitor General has undertaken a review of the Ontario Provincial
Police (OPP) cost recovery model. | would like to extend my gratitude for your
participation and input into this process.

| am writing to inform you that because of the review, regulatory amendments have
been made to Ontario Regulation 413/23: Amount Payable by Municipalities for Policing
from Ontario Provincial Police under the Community Safety and Policing Act, 2019.
These amendments are in effect and will inform the 2026 annual billing statement to be
issued shortly.

Firstly, an 11 per cent cap is established on the increase in policing costs owed by
municipalities for the 2026 calendar year when compared to 2025, excluding the costs
related to any service enhancements.

Secondly, a new discounts table will be established in regulation and will apply to the
2026 billing year and going forward. This new discount table introduces a lower
eligibility threshold to receive a discount. Municipalities will now receive calls for service
and overtime discounts when they are three or more standard deviations from the
average calls for service weighted time to property count ratio, rather than the current
regulatory threshold of five standard deviations.

The amendments have been approved by Cabinet and have been filed with the
Registrar of Regulations. They will be accessed publicly online through the e-Laws page
— and will be available here within the next few business days.

The preparation of 2026 annual billing statements is underway and statements are
targeted for release in November 2025.

As we undertook this review, we heard loud and clear that greater clarity, predictability
and stability in the OPP cost recovery model, and associated billing statements, is
critical to municipalities as annual budget processes are undertaken. These
amendments were contemplated, and ultimately decided upon, based on those
concerns and the direct feedback that we heard from OPP-policed municipalities.
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W, Simcoe County
.‘ District School Board

Sept. 30, 2025

VIA EMAIL: smacdonald@essatownship.on.ca

Essa Township

5786 Simcoe County Road 21
Utopia, ON

LOM 1TO

Dear Mayor Macdonald,

On Sept. 8, 2025, the Ministry of Education launched the 2025-26 Capital Priorities Program.
This is the mechanism for publicly funded school boards in Ontario to apply to the Ministry for
funding to construct capital projects such as new schools, replacement schools and additions.
As in past cycles, the Ministry requires that boards adhere to specific criteria when developing
their business cases. The proposals must address current accommodation needs related to
accommodation pressures and facility conditions, while also ensuring viable utilization and a
positive investment return. Building on last year's focus and submissions, the Ministry continues
to focus on finding solutions to speed up the construction of new schools, reduce approval
requirements, and create greater transparency and accountability. Boards again are being
encouraged to submit ‘shovel-ready’ projects that can be built quickly.

On Sept. 24, 2025, the Simcoe County District School Board (SCDSB) approved a prioritized list
of the board's most urgent capital projects (see enclosed report) for the Ministry’s consideration.
These 10 projects and their associated business cases will be submitted to the Ministry of
Education by Oct. 8, 2025. What these projects all have in common is that they are on sites
already owned, or will be in the immediate future, are noticeably justifiable from a need’s
perspective, and are approaching design completion. In some cases, site plan approvals have
been granted and where they have not, we are continuing to advance our site plan and building
permit applications accordingly. The board considers these ‘shovel-ready’ and would be able to
proceed immediately upon a Ministry of Education approval. The project submitted to the
Ministry that is in your municipality is:

+ Baxter Central PS addition

One of the major factors that impacts the timelines of project completion, and that are largely
out of the SCDSB’s control, are municipal approvals (site plan, building permit, etc.). As a resuli,
we are respectfully requesting that you and your staff consider a commitment to expedite and/or
prioritize the noted project if Ministry approvals are received. We strongly feel that a letter of
support from yourself, for the project itself and a commitment to expediency, will demonstrate to
the province that we are collectively well prepared and determined to achieve a quick and timely
path to project completion. This may also assist and enhance the chances of approval of the
project.

While there are no guarantees that the Ministry of Education will approve any of the submitted
priorities, the SCDSB wants to ensure that we are in the best possible position in the event an

" "Simeoe County District School Board - www.scdsb.on.ca - 1170 Hwy 26 - Midhurst, ON — LOX NG - 705-728-7570
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W, Simcoe County Report No. B-4-b
_‘ District School Board Sept. 24, 2025

To: The Chairperson and Members of the Simcoe County District School Board

From: Superintendent of Business and Facility Services

Capital Priorities Program 2025-26

1. Background

On Sept. 8, 2025, the Ministry of Education released Memorandum 2025: Launch of
2025-26 Capital Priorities Program (Appendix A). A summary of the 2025-26 Capital
Priorities Program and relevant criteria is as follows:
i. the submission deadline for all capital funding requests is Oct. 8, 2025;
i. school boards are asked to submit detailed project proposals to address current
accommodation needs related to:
a. accommodation pressures;
b. school consolidation;
c. facility condition, with health and safety considerations; and,
d. access to French language schools.

ii. provide high level summary information on future, longer term growth needs
related to the Housing Supply Action Plan municipal growth plans;

iv. provide a priority ranking for the proposals;

v. school boards have an opportunity to request Child Care Capital funding for
childcare projects associated with larger capital priorities project;

vi. the detailed project submissions will need to include fully completed business
cases that identify a utilization equal to, or greater than 100 per cent (including
areas schools) in the fifth year after the proposed school opening date;

vii. replacement school proposal will need to provide a positive investment return
(Net Present Value greater than $0);

viii. for repeat submissions, boards are able to use a streamlined process;

ix. boards leveraging repeat designs will receive a higher score than boards using
new designs;

X. projects are expected to include a completion date with a clear and detailed
schedule for milestones and deliverables; and,

xi.  school boards are encouraged to identify opportunities to work together on joint-
use project submissions.

The Ministry of Education has continued to focus on project readiness assessment and
design standardization. For the project readiness assessment, boards are to provide a
summary of key project milestones. The ministry is requesting detailed information
regarding site identification, design plans, project timelines, and cost estimates. Priority
will be given to projects that are best positioned to be completed in a timely manner.
Submissions will require details regarding sites planned or acquired, design plans with
cost estimates, and a clear schedule with project milestones indicating a path to project
completion.

Page 1 of 14
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Simcoe County Report No. B-4-b
District School Board Sept. 24, 2025

On May 28, 2025, the Simcoe County District School Board (SCDSB) approved the
2025-26 Accommodation Plan. in this, staff recommended several business cases be
advanced in anticipation of the next Ministry of Education Capital Priorities Program
submission. These projects were deemed urgent in nature due to accommeodation or
facility condition pressures and were as follows (note that these were not prioritized at
the time).

Capital Priorities Recommended for the 2025-26 Submission

SchoolName ' TypeofConstruction =~ OTG

Elementary Panel

Ardagh Bluffs PS addition Growth Accommodation 138
Baxter Central PS addition Growth Accommodation 92
Emma King ES addition Growth Accommodation 184
Huronia Centennial ES addition Growth Accommodation 262
New Tottenham elementary school Growth Accommodation 426
New Stayner elementary school Growth Accommodation 403
Nottawa ES addition Growth Accommodation 144
Warnica PS replacement school Growth Accommodation 665
Secondary Isanel '

Scc;lll(i)r;gl;wood replacement secondary Replacement School 1134
New Bradford secondary school Growth Accommodation 1,277

OTG = On-the-ground Ministry rated capacity.
Current

Upon release of the criteria for the 2025-26 Ministry of Education Capital Priorities
Program, staff reassessed the board’s needs and readiness of potential projects. After
reexamining enrolment trends, development data, and cross-referencing the board’s
draft Education Development Charge Background Study, no significant changes in
accommodation needs were discovered. Similar to the last submission, staff are
recommending priorities that are considered urgently heeded, but also shovel ready, or
will be in a reasonable amount of time. Continued emphasis on site ownership, the
ability to quickly design and cost the project, and having clear timelines, and construction
milestones are recommended. Similar to the last cycle, there are no limits to the number
of business cases boards may submit. Due to the number of accommodation needs of
the SCDSB, the necessity to balance these needs against staff's ability to provide robust
business cases, engage architects and other consultants, and provide detaited costing

Page 2 of 14
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W, Simcoe County Report No. B-4-b
J District School Board Sept. 24, 2025
3. Conclusion

Accommodation planning and the Ministry’s Capital Priorities Program processes
continuously evolve and require flexibility in order to adapt to Provincial and Ministry of
Education initiatives, and the ever-changing environment in the County of Simcoe. Staff
are recommending the submission of business cases for the capital priorities as set out
in this report to best meet the accommodation needs of the SCDSB, while also
balancing the need to meet ministry criteria. Note that staff will continue with site
acquisition urgency and design activities after this capital cycle for any priorities not
approved by the Ministry, and for those not submitted, so that the SCDSB will be in a
prominent position when the next call for submissions is announced.

Recommendation

That the Board approve the capital priority list and direct staff to submit the necessary project
submissions to the Ministry of Education by Oct. 8, 2025, as set out in Report No. B-4-b, Capital
Priorities Program 2025-26, dated Sept. 24, 2025.

Respectfully submitted by:

Corry Van Nispen
Superintendent of Business and Facility Services

Sept. 24, 2025

Page 4 of 14

14



As

W, Simcoe County Report No. B-4-b
.‘ District School Board Appendix A
Sept. 24, 2025

Appendix A — Pages 1 to 8

Launch of 2025-26
Capital Priorities Program
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Ontario @

Ministry of Education Ministére de I'Education
Capital and Business Support Division du soutien aux
Division immobilisations et aux affaires

315 Front Street West 15™ Floor 315, rue Front Ouest 15° étage

Toronto ON M7A 0B8 Toronto (Ontario}) M7A OB8
Date: September 8, 2025
Memorandum to: Directors of Education

Children’s Service Leads, Consolidated Municipal Service Managers (CMSMs)
and District Social Services Administration Boards (DSSABs)
Secretary/Treasurers of School Authorities

From: Didem Proulx

Assistant Deputy Minister
Capital and Business Support Division

Subject Launch of 2025-26 Capital Priorities Program

The Ministry of Education is pleased to invite school boards to submit proposals for
funding consideration through the 2025-26 Capital Priorities program. This funding
round will build on the momentum of two consecutive record investments in
education Capital Priorities, totaling $2.6 billion.

As you are aware, the Capital Priorities program provides funding to address boards’
highest priority capital needs. With Ontario’s population increasing steadily, there is a
continued need to focus on shovel-ready projects that will help meet the needs of
growing communities.

The ministry has been working closely with school boards, municipalities and other key
partners to transform the education capital system to build modern schools faster,
better utilize school capacity and enhance accountability and transparency.

Projects selected for funding in 2025-26 will reflect these priorities by demonstrating a
need to: meet an accommodation pressure, provide access to French-language rights
holders, or replace a school that meets certain conditions. In addition, the ministry will
continue to assess and score proposed projects’ readiness and use of standardized
design.

Page1of8
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2025-26 Capital Priorities Program Submissions — At a Glance

» The deadline for all capital funding submissions is October 8, 2025. No submission
will be accepted after this date.

¢ Business Case Templates, Program Guidelines, Design Catalogue and other
supporting material are available for download from the SharePoint site shared in
the email to the school board.

¢ School boards will submit proposals through the Capital and Business Support
Division SharePoint site.

o For the 2025-26 Capital Priorities program, school boards are asked to:
o Submit detailed project proposals to address current accommodation
needs related to:
»  Accommodation Pressures;
= School Consolidation;
= Facility Condition, with health and safety considerations; and
= Access to French Language schools.
o Provide high level summary information on future, long-term enrolment
projections linked to municipal growth plans.
o Provide a priority ranking for the proposals.

Consistent with the 2024-25 Capital Priorities program:

¢ Detailed project submissions must include fully completed business cases that
identify an accommodation need, students who do not have access to a French
Language school, or a need to replace a school due to its condition.

o The Accommodation Pressure metric will remain unchanged:

o Current utilization (SY 2024-25) must be equal to or greater than 95%,
including nearby area schools; and

o For the proposed scenario with the new project, utilization for the project
and area schools must reach 100% or higher by year five after the project's
completion.

e Projects are expected to include a completion date with a clear, detailed schedule
for milestones and deliverables. It is recommended that projects should include a
Class D cost estimate. Boards are restricted from including any cost escalation in
their estimations.

e School boards are encouraged to identify opportunities to work together on joint-

Page2of 8
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use project submissions.

e School boards continue to have an opportunity to request Child Care Capital
funding for child care projects associated with a larger Capital Priorities project.

NEW for the 2025-26 Capital Priorities program:

All school boards will benefit from a simplified business case template, which will
allow boards to clearly articulate project need.

o For repeat submissions, boards will be able to use a streamlined process.

¢ School boards leveraging repeat designs, either from the EDU Design Catalogue or
from other recent projects, will receive a higher score than boards using new
designs.

e Consistent with the 2024-25 Capital Priorities program, for replacement school
proposals, the Net Present Value of the project must be positive, meaning that the
replacement project should be more cost-effective than undertaking renewal work
to the existing building. Further, replacement school proposals that demonstrate a
time-sensitive health and safety need will be given priority.

e To better support northern and rural boards, teacherages may be included in
planning considerations.

» To support enhanced decision making that takes into account the needs of French-
language boards, a new French Language Access Evaluation Matrix will be
introduced.

e For French-language school boards, this round of Capital Priorities can serve as a
one-window intake opportunity for standalone Canada-Ontario Agreement on
Minority-Language Education and Second Official-Language in Education child care
proposals.

s OPTIONAL: School boards can include proposed school names as part of the intake
process.

NEEDS ASSESSMENT

As with previous years, project submissions must demonstrate a critical and urgent
pupil accommodation need in order to be considered for funding approval. These pupil
accommodation needs may include accommodation pressures, replacement schools
and French language access. In addition to addressing pupil accommodation needs,
projects may also include the creation of new licensed child care spaces.

PROJECT READINESS ASSESSMENT

Page 8 of 14 23
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School boards are asked to provide evidence of project readiness assessment. Priority
will be given to projects that are best positioned to be completed in a timely manner.
Submissions will require details regarding sites planned or acquired, design plans with
cost estimates, and a clear schedule with project milestones indicating a path to
project completion.

DESIGN STANDARDIZATION

The Ministry of Education recognizes the importance of ensuring that school board
capital assets are used effectively and efficiently to support the needs of growing
communities.

As part of the 2025-26 program, the ministry will continue to prioritize shovel-ready
projects, including those leveraging repeat designs. Design standardization presents

opportunities to help save time and money by accelerating the design and approvals

processes.

Consistent with the last round of Capital Priorities, school boards must either submit a
design from the EDU Design Catalogue or leverage another repeat design. Where a
standardized design is not possible, the school board may be permitted to submit a new
design. For further details on design submissions and applicable criteria, please refer to
the “Project Submissions” section below.

URBAN AND INNOVATIVE SCHOOLS

The ministry recognizes that intensification in high density urban areas may require
new and different approaches. As residential development is expected to continue to
be high in urban areas, where finding suitable land for the construction of a school may
be challenging, the ministry encourages school boards to pursue opportunities to
explore new, innovative ways to build school, such as vertical schools and podium
schools.

BOARD PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENT

As part of the Capital Priorities evaluation process, school boards will be assessed on
their past performance in delivering capital projects, including the following:

¢ Enhanced Capital Accountability Framework compliance
¢ Existing inventory of active projects

e Time to completion

e (Costoverages

¢ Adherence to space benchmarks

Page 4 of 8
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PROJECT COMMITTMENTS

Successful projects will result in a Project Commitment, which will include a clear
schedule, budget and scope of the project as submitted by the school board and
agreed upon by the ministry. The Project Commitment will establish expectations for
successful project delivery.

School boards will be responsible and accountable for implementing appropriate
measures to ensure that projects are completed within the schedule, budget and
scope established in the Project Commitment.

The ministry will meet with school boards to review project progress reports on a
regularly scheduled basis to monitor the progress of approved projects.

PROJECT SUBMISSIONS

Submission templates, guidelines and design catalogue can be downloaded from the
Capital and Business Support Division SharePoint site.

School boards will submit proposals through the SharePoint site to be considered for
funding approval. A complete submission will include the following:

1. Business Case - Part A (Excel Template) will include:

Project Information
Closest Facilities
Space Template
Enrolment Projections
Child Care Joint Submission (If Applicable)
Child Care Space Template (If Applicable)
Cost Estimates -
i. Boards are restricted from including cost escalation in their
calculations.
ii. Recommended, projects should include Class D cost estimates.
iii. Cost estimation documentation must be submitted with the
proposal.
h. Submission Check

@ o o0 oo

2. Business Case - Part B (Written Report) will include:

a. A written description of the project, including detailed information on
the rationale, proposed scope of work and demonstration of why
alternative options are not feasible.
b. Evidence and details on how site identification and design plans and cost
estimates were derived. Identify the Land Priorities funding needed.
Note: This does not mean Land Priorities funding will be provided
automatically. Requests for Land Priorities funding will be assessed
Page50of8
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against current inventory of surplus property.
¢. Detailed information on costing estimates and assumptions made.
d. Detailed project plan that includes timelines for key project milestones.
e. Details on the submitted design, including when the design was last
used, associated costs and supporting documentation.

3. Design

a. School boards should submit, at minimum, schematic designs based on
either:
i. EDU Design Catalogue; or
ii. Recent school board repeat design that at a minimum meets the
following criteria:

o Tendered since 2021

o Board must provide documentation on project cost for the
repeat build that includes prior cost and updated cost estimate
for the future build. This includes construction costs + soft costs
like permit fees and furniture and fixtures. However, the cost
estimate excludes unique site costs/demolition and site
preparation costs.

o Design space has to align with ministry space benchmark
requirements for the specific pupil places being requested,
including complying with 90% of the total space benchmark.The
design of school washrooms must meet ministry requirements
for universal barrier free washrooms as well as gender specific
multi-stall/communal washrooms.

o The ministry will only consider minor modifications to a repeat
design, including instances were design changes need to be
made to accommodate the site or the design is scaled up or
down to include or remove additional classroom spaces and
required washrooms. Other modifications to a repeat design
would be considered a new design. Submission of schematic
design for original repeat and proposed design for new project.

New elementary school projects should proceed under one of the two
options above. For other projects where a repeat design may not be
feasible, school boards may be provided an exception and submit a new
design. These projects include:

o additions/renovations;

o projects with unique site constraints;

o podium or vertical schools;

o secondary schools; and

o schools in joint-use facilities.

Page 6 of 8
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commitment to meeting the needs of students and school boards across the province.

Sincerely,

Didem Proulx
Assistant Deputy Minister
Capital and Business Support Division

Senior Business Officials

Superintendents and Managers of Facilities Managers of Planning Early Years Leads
CAOs of Consolidated Municipal Service Managers CAOs of District Social Services
Administration Boards

Holly Moran, Assistant Deputy Minister, Early Years and Child Care Division, Ministry of
Education

Didier Pomerleau, Assistant Deputy Minister, French-Language Education Division,
Ministry of Education

Andrew Locker, Director, Field Services Branch, Ministry of Education

President, Association des conseils scolaires des écoles publiques de I’Ontario (ACEPO)
Executive Director, Association des conseils scolaires des écoles publiques de I'Ontario
(ACEPO)

President, Association franco-ontarienne des conseils scolaires catholiques (AFOCSC)
Executive Director, Association franco-ontarienne des conseils scolaires catholiques
(AFOCSC)

President, Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association (OCSTA} Executive Director,
Ontario Catholic School Trustees Association (OCSTA) President, Ontario Public School
Boards’ Association (OPSBA)

Executive Director, Ontario Public School Boards’ Association (OPSBA) Executive
Director, Council of Ontario Directors of Education (CODE)

Executive Director, Association des directions et directions adjointes des écoles franco-
ontariennes (ADFO)

Executive Director, Catholic Principals’ Council of Ontario (CPCO) Executive Director,
Ontario Principals’ Council (OPC)

As
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*Disclaimer: The Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) is unable to provide any warranty regarding the accuracy or completeness
of third-party submissions. Distribution of these items does not imply an endorsement of the views, information or services mentioned.
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Automated Speed Enforcement

The AMO Board supported AMO's continued push to the Province to work with municipalities to
strengthen the Automated Speed Enforcement program — which they brought in five years ago — rather
than ban it outright.

We know speed cameras work. They are an effective tool that supports safer streets, efficient
enforcement and fair enforcement. And, it’s appropriate for speeders to pay fines to be reinvested in
traffic safety measures, rather than law-abiding taxpayers.

Ultimately, this should be a local decision. Municipal councils are an accountable, elected order of
government and can be frusted to use all available road safety tools responsibly.

Code of Conduct & Integrity Commissioner Process

The AMO Board had approved a proactive advocacy position and approach to the implementation of Bill
9, the Municipal Accountability Act, which is likely to be passed by the legislature this fall.

Health Survey

AMO staff received approval to develop a report to release key findings regarding municipal spending in
health services. This report will inform AMO’s broader advocacy on access to health and the need for a
new provincial-municipal framework.

Other Priorities

Meanwhile, the AMO team remains focused on your key priorities. Stay tuned for updates on our
advocacy on matters like advice to the province on Building Faster Fund improvements, and opposition
to Bill 30's proposed overreach into local municipal decision making, and more.

Upcoming Events

Healthy Democracy Forum - Oct 18 & 19th

Offering practical ways of making democracy stronger -- including improving turn out for the 2026
municipal election, encouraging candidate participation, and improving civility. More information linked
here.

Local Government Week - Oct 19-25th

Check out Local Government Week resources to celebrate and spread the word about why municipalities
matter. Get the resources here.

AMQO's Trade and Tariff Forum - Oct 24th

Get an in-depth look at the impact of economic uncertainty on Ontario municipalities and gain expert
insights on how to manage those challenges. Program and registration information linked here.

*Disclaimer: The Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) is unable to provide any warranty regarding the accuracy or completeness
of third-party submissions. Distribution of these items does not imply an endorsement of the views, information or services mentioned.
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wastewater services must remain voluntary, not mandatory.

Vehicle lanes: Bill 60 proposes to prohibit municipalities from reducing motor
vehicle lanes for new bike lanes or other purposes (to be defined by regulation).
This follows 2024’s Bill 212 changes to constrain local bike lane decisions, which
AMO opposed and continues to oppose now. Municipalities, relying on local
knowledge and community input, are best positioned to balance traffic flow with
active transportation, road safety, and community needs. Biking is a key tool for
combating congestion; bike lanes are an essential element of multi-modal planning
that removes cars from the road for short trips and transit connections, thus
alleviating congestion, not causing it.

Other Bill proposals

Changes to the LTB with a focus on strengthening landlord rights, providing shorter
timelines for tenant evictions, and improving the speed and effectiveness of the LTB
to address the active case backlog. White AMO recognizes that landlords need
adequate rights to provide rental opportunities and increase housing supply,
Ontario needs a balanced approach that provides tenants with strong protection
from untawful and illegal evictions such as bad faith renovations.

Streamlining approvals for developments near transit and through Community
improvement Plans, expanding use of minor variances as-of-right, and prohibiting
municipal green building standards.

Creating a new legislative authority to create harmonized road construction
standards for municipalities.

Streamlining environmental approvals and making it easier to use excess soils
where there is a low risk of contamination.

[tems announced for future consultation
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In addition to these legislative and regulatory changes, the government announced a
commitment to consult on a review of the Ontario Building Code, streamlined official
plans and digital approvals, expanding the use of communal and small-scale water and
wastewater systems, and implementing harmonized road construction standards. The
government has already walked back plans to consult on potential changes to end-of-
lease provisions.

AMO will continue collaborating with the province to advise on and advocate for municipal
interests in housing and economic growth and will formally comment on the bill during the
standing committee process.

*Disclaimer: The Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) is unable to provide any
warranty regarding the accuracy or completeness of third-party submissions. Distribution
of these items does not imply an endorsement of the views, information or services
mentioned.
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* The province announced a new advisory panel to recommend ways to strengthen
local electricity distribution, responding to AMO’s call for new Local Distribution
Company (LDC) funding approaches.

Province to Fast-Track Bill 56, Building a More Competitive Economy Act, 2025

The provincial government will fast-track their red tape reduction Bill tabled earlier this
month, which included amendments to the Highway Traffic Act to remove municipal
authority to operate Automated Speed Enforcement (ASE). The government’s proposal
would halt debate in the legislature at the second reading stage and bypass the legislative
committee stage that typically follows. '

By eliminating this essential component of the democratic process, the government
removes the public’s ability to comment and provide feedback on the Bill’s numerous
proposals, many of which will directly impact municipalities. See AMO’s previous post for
a summary of these proposals. AMO is disappointed in the government’s decision as we
had planned to use the legislative committee process to provide comments and detail the
impacts of the Bill for the municipal sector. However, we look forward to providing
feedback on the Bill through any future Regulatory/Environmental Registry postings.

AMO has written to Minister Sarkaria advocating for early collaboration with municipalities
on the design of the new road safety funding program to ensure investments translate to
improved road safety and highlighting the significant sunk costs municipalities have
invested into ASE in accordance with provincial regulation.

Tax Break for New Homebuyers

Yesterday, the province announced a new rebate for the provincial portion of the HST for
first-time home buyers of most new and substantially renovated homes. This mirrors
proposed federal policy, combining to give first-time buyers a full HST break on qualifying
homes under $1 million. Provincial and federal plans allow for a phased HST reduction for
first-time buyers for qualifying homes between $1-1.5 million. AMO commends the
province on taking steps to reduce the cost of new homes for first-time home buyers. This
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An online version of this Policy Update is also available on the AMO Website.

*Disclaimer: The Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) is unable to provide any
warranty regarding the accuracy or completeness of third-party submissions. Distribution

of these items does not imply an endorsement of the views, information or services
mentioned.

Association of Municipalities of Ontario

To unsubscribe, please| Opt Out

155 University Ave Suite 800 | Toronto, ON M5H 3B7 CA
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creating.

A hands-on experience that merges creativity, nature, and skincare.
Together, we'll create natural, handcrafted soap using raw and
nourishing ingredients, while learning the art and science behind cold
process soap-making. Formulate your own custom 5oz loaf of soap,

tailored with your choice of clays, essential oils, and botanicals.

Thursday October 30
The Gibson Centre
Registration 8:30

« Mind Over Money with Nicholas Rezzara - Co-Found Wealth

« Interactive workshop with with Taygen Mc Allister Mud + Otis
« Networking
« How to Start a Small Business with Nottawasaga Futures

« News and updates from our municipalities.

Admission is a donation to our local Food Banks

Bring three items and enter the draw for some great swag.

Bring a cash donation of $10 or more and receive two tickets.
We'll be serving coffee and tea, goodies from Bake My Day in the

morning and lunch from the Pink Peony.

Register: robin@nottawasaga.com
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I am writing to express my sincere appreciation for the incredible
opportunities to be part of the Brain Power Production of “Christmas in
the Ballroom” and “The Christmas Club” holiday movie productions. It
was a true honor to be a small part of these movie productions with

such talented and passionate teams.

Being involved in these projects has been an invaluable experience—
both professionally and personally. From the very beginning, | was
inspired by the creative vision and professionalism that guided every
aspect of the production(s). The atmosphere on set was not only
motivating but also deeply collaborative, and | am grateful to have had
the chance to “peek behind the curtain” being a small part alongside

individuals who are so dedicated to their craft.

This opportunity allowed me and my newly founded business to grow
in ways | could not have imagined, and | am especially thankful for the
dedication and planning that you and Nottawasaga Futures invested
into such opportunities. This collaboration has resulted in community
excitement, introduced new customers to my establishment, and the
excitement that my staff and customers experienced was truly
heartfelt. | am proud to have contributed to projects of such high

quality and artistic integrity.

Working with Brain Power Production was such a pleasure. The team
was very professional and committed to their craft. We had the
pleasure of providing food and beverage / catering to the cast and

crew many times over.
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Please extend my thanks to everyone on the team. | look forward to
the possibility of working together again in the future and wish
continued success to you, Nottawasaga Futures and the entire
production company. Simply being a small part of these exciting
opportunities has exceeded all my expectations and truly an

experience that | won't soon forget.

With heartfelt thanks,
Leona Hoffer

Pink Peony Cafe

Entrepreneurship Opportunities
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summer in partnership with the Nottawasaga Valley Conservation
Authority.

This project has enhanced water quality, aquatic, and riparian habitats,
including the creation of a new wetland. We would like to thank the
Ontario Federation of Anglers and Hunters for their generous support

of this restoration project.

If you would like to join our mailing list or learn more about the South
Simcoe Streams Network, please contact:

Theresa@nottawasaga.com

If you would like to support our restoration efforts Donations can
easily be made through our Go Fund Me page at
hitps://gofund.me/767c440a

Upcoming Events
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changes in driver behaviour as outlined in the October 23, 2023, Council report
titled “Automated Speed Enforcement (ASE) Program Update”; and

Whereas, the Town of Ajax has not generated any net revenue from the
Automated Speed Enforcement program. However, the Town has made
considerable investments into resources and infrastructure to support this
program, and entered into service agreements that cannot easily be cancelled;
and

Whereas, despite clear evidence and proven results from municipalities like
Ajax, municipalities were caught off guard by the Premier’s sudden
announcement to cancel ASE programs across the province, made without
adequate notice and consultation; and

Whereas, the Premier’s concerns regarding ASE can be addressed through
amendments to provincial legislation, regulations and program standards that
enable municipalities to utilizeé ASE within prescribed guidelines, without an
outright ban on the technology; and

Whereas, on September 10, 2025, Mayor Collier wrote a letter to Premier Doug
Ford calling on the continuation of ASE and offered to meet to highlight how
these programs can be implemented with appropriate restraint and serve as
valuable tools for improving safety that are supported by local residents.

Therefore, be it resolved:

1. That Ajax Council formally opposes the Province’s decision to abruptly cancel
ASE, a public safety tool enabled through provincial regulations in December
2019; and

2. That Ajax Council requests the Provincial government to amend their
legislation, regulations, and program standards governing ASE as follows:

a) Restrict the use of ASE to School locations

b) Use of ASE in areas that do not contain schools must be approved by the
Minister of Transportation, supported by data clearly Internal
demonstrating the need and a description of why alternative traffic calming
measures are not suitable for the location.

c) Develop a revised fee schedule for ASE tickets that reduces the cost for
lower speed infractions while maintaining higher penalties for excessive
speeding and stunt driving

d) Develop new signage to include language indicating that the location is
speed camera enforced
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