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TOWNSHIP OF ESSA
CONSENT AGENDA
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 4, 2025

A — ITEMS RECEIVED AS INFORMATION

1.

Correspondence from the Town of Orangeville dated May 12, 2025, re: Responsible
Growth and Opposition to Elements of Bill 5.

Correspondence from the Municipality of Chatham - Kent dated May 13, 2025, re:
Bill 5 -Risks to your communities and support requested.

. Correspondence from the Town of Shelburne dated May 14, 2025, re: Responsible

Growth and Opposition to Elements of Bill 5.

Correspondence from AMO:

a) May 2025 — Policy Update — Provincial Budget Priorities

b) May 2025 — Policy Update— OPP Billing Review, Strong Mayor Powers Training,
Bill 6 Advocacy, New Federal Minister of Housing & Infrastructure, New Ontario
TCIP Program.

. Correspondence from the Town of Blue Mountain dated May 15, 2025,

re: Advocating for a Reduced Provincial Tax Rate on Ontario — Made Craft Cider.

. Correspondence from the Ministry of the Solicitor General dated May 21,2025,

re: Ontario Provincial Policing Cost Recovery Model Review and June 2025
Webinars.

Correspondence from the NVCA dated May 26, 2025, re: NVCA May 2025 Board
Meeting Highlights.

Correspondence from The Corporation of The Township of The Archipelago dated
May 26, 2025, re: Bill 5, Protect Ontario by Unleashing our Economy Act, 2025.

Nottawasaga Futures Newsletter — 25%" Annual South Simcoe Business Excellence
Awards.

10. Correspondence from the Minister of Infrastructure dated May 21, 2025, re: 2025

Rural Ontario Municipal Association Conference Delegation.

B — ITEMS RECEIVED AND REFERRED TO SERVICE AREA FOR ACTION

None.

C — ITEMS RECEIVED AND REFERRED TO SERVICE AREA FOR REVIEW AND

REPORT TO COUNCIL

None.
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Subject: FW: Town of Shetburne - Responsible Growth and Opposition to Elements of Bill 5

Subject: Town of Shelburne - Responsible Growth and Opposition to Elements of Bill 5
Good Morning

At the May 12, 2025, meeting of Shelburne Town Council, the following resolution was passed
unanimously

Moved By: Councillor Len Guchardi
Seconded By: Councillor Lindsay Wegener

Whereas the Government of Ontario has introduced Bill 5: Protecting Ontario by Unleashing Our
Economy Act, 2025, which proposes substantial changes to environmental planning legislation,
including the repeal of the Endangered Species Act and the creation of “Special Economic Zones”
that may override local planning authority;

And Whereas the Town of Shelburne supports increasing housing supply and economic growth, but
believes this must be achieved without undermining environmental protections or compromising the
integrity of municipal planning processes;

And Whereas Bill 5, as proposed, risks weakening safeguards for Ontario’s natural heritage and
reducing the role of municipalities in managing growth in a responsible and locally informed manner;

Now Therefore Be It Resolved That Council for the Town of Shelburne:

¢ Opposes the provisions in Bill 5 that would reduce environmental protections or override
municipal planning authority;

e Urges the Province of Ontario to advance housing and infrastructure growth through policies
that respect sound environmental planning principles and uphold the planning tools available
to local governments;

e Urges the Province to support municipalities through ensuring responsible growth through
infrastructure projects designed to ensure protection of sensitive wildlife and natural resources;

And Directs that this resolution be forwarded to:
e The Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario,
¢ The Honourable Rob Flack, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing,

¢ The Honourable Todd McCarthy, Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks,
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A new $40M Trade-Impacted Communities Program (TICP) to help
communities and local businesses disproportionately affected by the trade and
tariff uncertainty
A range of investments to diversify Ontario’s economy and support local
economic development. Highlights include:
o An additional $600M for the Invest Ontario Fund to create jobs and
attract investment
o $1.3B over three years to enhance and expand the Ontario Made
Manufacturing Investment Tax Credit
o $50M over three years to create the Ontario Together Trade Fund
(OTTF) to help local businesses develop new markets and re-shore
critical supply chains
Investing in skills training to improve Ontario’s labour market, including:
o An additional $1B over three years for the Skills Development Fund
o  $20M to mobilize new training and support centres for laid-off workers,
including those impacted by U.S. tariffs
o An additional $50M for the Better Jobs Ontario program, including a
fast-track stream for job seekers in trade-impacted sectors

Budget Highlight: Infrastructure & Housing

Additional $400M through the Municipal Housing Infrastructure Program
(MHIP) and the Housing Enabling Water Systems Fund (HEWSF) to build the
local infrastructure needed to enable new housing

$50M over five years through Invest Ontario to grow capacity in modular
housing construction

Up to a further $5B in funding to the Building Ontario Fund (BOF) to co-invest
in priorities like municipal infrastructure, long-term care, energy infrastructure,
and affordable housing

Increasing annual funding for the Connecting Links Program from $30M to
$45M to support municipalities to maintain critical road infrastructure

Other Commitments of Interest

Reconfirming the additional $50M increase to the Ontario Municipal
Partnership Fund, bringing the total envelope to $600M by 2026

Confirming the previously announced $20M over two years through the Rural
Ontario Development program

Investing in police training and equipment, including $1B to expand and
renovate two training facilities, $57M for two new police helicopters, and $6M
through the Preventing Auto Theft Grant

$300M over four years to support Primary Care Teaching Clinics, increasing
Primary Care Action Plan investments to $2.1B

Adding $260M over three years in the Learn and Stay Grant to increase the
number of health care professionals in underserved communities
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Subject: FW: Advocating for a Reduced Provincial Tax Rate on Ontario-Made Craft Cider

Subject: Advocating for a Reduced Provincial Tax Rate on Ontario-Made Craft Cider

§ You don't often get email from cfairley@thebluemountains.ca. Learn why this is important

Good afternoon,

This email is being sent to the attention of Premier Doug Ford, Honourable Peter Bethlenfalvy, Honourable Trevor Jones,
, MPP Brian Saunderson, MPP Paul Vickers, MPP Nina Tangri, Grey County and to all municipalities in Ontario, with a
request to support the following Resolution that was passed by Council of the Town of The Blue Mountains at the May
14, 2025, Special Meeting of Council;

WHEREAS the Town of The Blue Mountains boasts a robust agricultural sector and a thriving agritourism
industry, with numerous local cideries contributing significantly to the local economy, employment, and
tourism;

AND WHEREAS Ontario’s craft cider industry is experiencing substantial growth, with over 60 craft cideries
across the province, many of which are situated in rural communities and utilize 100% Ontario-grown apples and
are 100% made in Ontario, thereby supporting local agriculture and local economies;

AND WHEREAS under the current provincial tax structure, cider is officially classified and taxed at the same rate
as imported wine which results in higher markups and taxes compared to craft beer, despite cider’s comparable
production processes and market positioning;

AND WHEREAS this tax disparity places Ontario's craft cider producers at a competitive disadvantage compared
to craft brewers, despite the fact that Ontario cider utilizes 100% Ontario-grown apples and is 100% made in
Ontario;

AND WHEREAS the Ontario Craft Cider Association {OCCA) has been actively advocating for a tax structure that
levels the playing field between craft cider and craft beer, recognizing the potential for job creation, economic
growth, and the promotion of local agriculture;

AND WHEREAS the Town acknowledges and appreciates the Province’s investment in marketing and
promotional support for the craft cider industry, but maintains that long-term sustainability and
competitiveness for Ontario cider producers requires an adjustment to the underlying tax framework;

AND WHEREAS this motion is meant to support, not oppose, initiatives for fair taxation of the Ontario Craft
Cider industry the Province of Ontario may be considering.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Town of The Blue Mountains:

1. Supports the efforts of the Ontario Craft Cider Association in advocating for a fair and equitable
tax structure for Ontario-made craft cider.

2. Urges the Province of Ontario to review and amend the current tax regulations to align the tax
rate of craft cider with that of craft beer, thereby fostering a more balanced and supportive
environment for local cider producers.
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opposes the provisions in Bill 5 that would undermine environmental safeguards, Indigenous rights, or
local planning authority, and urge the Province to withdraw the Bill; and

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED that Council urges the Province of Ontario to pursue housing and
infrastructure development through policies that maintain robust environmental protections and respect
local planning regimes; and

FINALLY BE IT RESOLVED THAT this resolution be sent to The Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of
Ontario; The Honourable Sylvia Jones, Deputy Premier; The Honourable Rob Flack, Minister of
Municipal Affairs and Housing; The Honourable Todd McCarthy, Minister of the Environment,
Conservation and Parks; The Honourable Prabmeet Singh Sarkaria, Minister of Transportation; The
Honourable Stephen Lecce, Minister of Energy and Mines; The Honourable Graydon Smith, MPP Parry
Sound-Muskoka; The Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMOQ); The Federation of Northern
Ontario Municipalities (FONOM); The Northwestern Ontario Municipal Association (NOMA); and all
Ontario municipalities; Chief Adam Pawis, all Township of The Archipelago Ratepayer Associations;
and to other environmental organizations.

Carried
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The Agricultural Award was presented to Lisle Livestock & Fresh Market, Adjala-

Tosorontio.

The Business Excellence Award sponsored by NT Temps was presented to
Addictive Design, Bradford West Gwillimbury.

Vince’s Market, New Tecumseth, received the Community Excellence Award.
Side Door Studio, Essa was presented with the Community Wellness Award.
Two Customer Service Awards were presented. The first, for one to nine
employees, was won by Trooper Pet Veterinary Nursing Inc., Innisfil. The second
for 10 or more employees was won by Magic in Moments Performing Arts,

Bradford West Gwillimbury.

The Entrepreneur of the Year sponsored by Joy Adams of Covenant Wealth

Financial Services was won by Coach PK, Innisfil BJJ Inc., Innisfil.
Hitch Haul, Innisfil, was presented with the New Business Award.

The Youth Entrepreneur Award, sponsored by Addictive Design, was presented to

Lucas Bobala, owner of Bobala Lawn Care, Bradford West Gwillimbury.

South Simcoe is extremely fortunate to be represented by a wealth of talented

business owners and successful business enterprises.

Congratulations to all the nominees, and especially to those who received awards

in what was a very competitive field of applicants.
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Vince’'s Market

Founded on the principle that the strength of a business is deeply connected to the

strength of its community.

Guided'by this belief, they created Vince's Community Support to showcase the
vital role businesses play in contributing to the well-being of the communities in

which they operate.

As a reflection of this commitment, Vince’s Market allocates an annual budget of

$45,000 to support and give back to their local communities.

Their philanthropic efforts are focused on several key areas: charitable
organizations, hospitals, house league sports teams, the arts, and community-

building activities.

Through these initiatives, they strive to foster meaningful connections and enhance

the quality of life within their communities.

Congratulations Giancarlo, Maria and the Vince's Market Team!

- Commu,n‘ity Wellness Award
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Ministry of Infrastructure Ministére de Pinfrastructure -]
Office of the Minister Bureau du ministre
%F

5% Floor, 777 Bay Street 777, rue Bay, 5¢ étage Ontario
Toronto, Ontario M7A 2E1 Toronto (Ontario) M7A 2E1

Telephone: 416-327-4412 Téiéphone: 416-327-4412

May 21, 2025

Michael Mikael

CAO

Township of Essa
mmikael@essatownship.on.ca

Dear Michael Mikael:

On behalf of the Ministry of Infrastructure, | would like to thank you for attending the
2025 Rural Ontario Municipal Association Conference. It was a pleasure to meet with
you and your delegation.

As part of the Ministry of Infrastructure’s (MOI) disposition process, as outlined in the
Realty Ontario Directive, the Essa - Angus Tree Seed Plant surplus property has been
assessed and circulated internally (through Stage 1 and 2 circulation) for potential use.
As a next step, select entities, including the municipality, will have a chance to express
interest during stage 3 circulation. If no interest is expressed at that stage, the property
will be made available on the open market.

Our government remains committed to implementing a more efficient process for selling
government buildings and properties that are no longer required for program delivery.
The disposition process of surplus properties, launched in 2018, is a key component of
the broader restructuring of the General Real Estate Portfolio.

The Province of Ontario is investing nearly $2.3 billion in housing and community-
enabling infrastructure as part of its over $200 billion capital plan to build critical
infrastructure and support growing communities. This funding is being delivered through
the Housing-Enabling Water Systems Fund (HEWSF) and the Municipal Housing
Infrastructure Program (MHIP), complementing existing provincial investments such as
the Building Faster Fund (BFF) led by the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing.

Through HEWSF, the province is investing nearly $1.3 billion, which includes $120
million from the BFF to assist small, rural, and northern municipalities without housing
targets. In its first intake, HEWSF allocated $970 million to 54 municipal water projects
across 61 municipalities. To address oversubscription and expand funding opportunities,
the government launched a second intake, which has now allocated $325M to another
23 municipal water projects. In total, these 77 water infrastructure projects will enable
municipalities to build approximately 600,000 new homes. Notably, the Ontario
government is investing $700 million through HEWSF to help build up to 160,000 new
homes in 54 small, rural and northern municipalities without provincially-assigned
housing targets.
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Zuiiding on this, the 2024 Ontario Budget introduced MHIP, a $1 billion program to
support core infrastructure projects that uniock housing opportunities and promote
growth. Under MHIP, Ontario is investing $400 million in 58 projects across 60
municipalities through the Housing-Enabling Core Servicing (HECS) Stream. This
stream focuses on constructing, repairing, and expanding essential assets such as
roads, bridges, and culverts. In addition, the government announced the $175 million
Health and Safety Water Stream to help municipalities and First Nations address aging
and at-risk water, wastewater, and stormwater infrastructure. Applications for this stream
will open on April 17, 2025 and will close on June 26, 2025.

Ontario recognizes that upgrading community infrastructure is vital to support a growing
population as well as to provide dependable services people rely on. it also recognizes
that the need for municipal infrastructure investment is far from fully met. We encourage
all municipalities to call on the federal government to request more infrastructure funding
to help address local needs of municipalities across the province.

Thank you again for meeting with the Ministry of Infrastructure. | look forward to
continuing to work with you in the future.

Sincerely,

The Honorable Kinga Surma
Minister of Infrastructure
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