TOWNSHIP OF ESSA
CONSENT AGENDA
WEDNESDAY, MAY 1, 2024

A — ITEMS RECEIVED AS INFORMATION
p. 1 1. Essa Public Library March 2024 Report.

p. 3 2. News Atrticle from barrietoday.com dated April 19, 2024, re: Essa Township Library
Still One Way for Residents to Save a Buck.

p.7 3. Correspondence from the Town of Goderich dated April 10, 2024, re: Resolution -
Review of the Ontario Works and Disability Support Program Financial Assistance
Rates.

p. 10 4. Correspondence from City of Peterborough dated April 11, 2024, re: Jurisdiction of
Ontario’s Ombudsman.

p. 26 5. Release from the Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority dated April 11, 2024,
re: Apply for NVCA’s 2025 Tree Planting Grants.

p. 28 6. Correspondence from the South Simcoe 4-H Association dated April 14, 2024, re:
Letter of Thanks.

p. 29 7. Correspondence from Loyalist Township dated April 12, 2024, re: Resolution 2024-
77 - Affordability of Water and Wastewater Rates.

p. 31 8. Correspondence from the Municipality of West Perth dated April 16, 2024, re:
Resolution 122/24 — Conservation Authorities Act.

p. 40 9. Correspondence from Hastings County dated April 17, 2024, re: Motion Regarding
Sustainable Infrastructure Funding for Small Rural Municipalities.

p. 42 10. Advocacy Update from AMCTO dated April 17, 2024, re: Regulatory Registry
Postings: Bill 185 Cutting Red Tape to Build More Homes Act, 2024.

p. 46 11.News Release from the Office of the Premier, dated April 18, 2024 re: Ontario
Building New and Upgraded Sports and Recreation Facilities.

p. 49 12.Nottawasaga Futures Newsletter.

p. 59 13. Correspondence from the City of St. Catharines dated April 23, 2024, re: Motion -
Provincial Regulations Needed to Restrict Keeping of Non-native (“Exotic”) Wild
Animals.

p. 61 14.Correspondence from Watson and Associates dated April 24, 2024, re: Assessment
of Bill 185, Cutting Red Tape to Build More Homes Act, 2024 and the Proposed
Provincial Planning Statement, 2024.

p. 77 15. Correspondence from the County of Simcoe Planning Department dated April 22,
2024, re: Presentation Slide-deck from the Simcoe Area Planners Meeting — Bill 185
and the Proposed Provincial Policy Statement 2024.



Consent Agenda
May 1, 2024

p. 95
p. 99

p. 101

p. 102

p. 104

16.Correspondence from the County of Simcoe:

a) April 16, 2024 — County Council Highlights — Council Meeting (March 26, 2024) /
Committee of the Whole Meeting (April 9, 2024).

b) April 19, 2024 — Media Release — Nomination Period Opens for County of
Simcoe Age-Friendly Business and Individual Recognition Awards.

c) April 22, 2024 — Media Release — County of Simcoe Launches Paramedic for a
Day Contest.

d) April 25, 2024 — Media Release — Compost Available for Purchase at County of
Simcoe Waste Facilities May 6 to May 25, 2024.

17.Correspondence from the County of Prince Edward dated March 28, 2024, re:
Resolution 2024-151 — Call to Province for Action — Creation of Municipal
Accessibility Fund.

B — ITEMS RECEIVED AND REFERRED TO SERVICE AREA FOR ACTION

None.

C - ITEMS RECEIVED AND REFERRED TO SERVICE AREA FOR REVIEW AND

REPORT TO COUNCIL

None.
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As the economy continues to wreak havoc with family budgets across the region, local libraries are
becoming exponentially more important.

With every 17 cent-per-litre gas increase, families have less money available for recreational or
educational needs.

Many of them are turning to their local library for more than just a good book.

“Today's library is so much more than it was when | was growing up,” Judith Hunter, chair of the
Essa Public Library Board, said during an afternoon chat at the Angus branch. “The modern library
is a place where you can read a book, listen to a book, use a computer, discover crafts or learn how
to play a musicalinstrument. . -~ - - - - bm—e e — e : -

“Teens can get their volunteer hours in here,” she added. “And, we have a 3D printer.”

According to Hunter, library staff have been working tirelessly to ensure Essa’s libraries are
welcoming places where visitors are made to feel comfortable and safe.

They reconfigured the space at both branches — Thornton and Angus — to make them more
inviting and more efficient.

The space where we're chatting in the Angus branch is open and airy, the colours and finishes
bright and contemporary.

Work stations are arranged against a wall of windows.

Charger stations are available for laptops and phones and there’s a constant hum of chatter and
hushed conversation.



The modern vibe appears to be working.

In the library’s annual report to Essa Township council, delivered this past
week, more than 12,000 people attended library events — an increase of
more than 50 per cent over 2022.

The library offered almost 650 programs and circulated almost 83,000
items.

More importantly, the lrbrary saved the commumty $1 5 mllhon — the value
of the items borrowed. — -

“In a time of high inflation where so many people are struggling, Essa
Public Library is one of the last places where the public can access books,
DVDs, games, social activities, and many other programs at no charge,”
Hunter wrote in the board’s annual report.

A member of the library board for 15 years and chair for the past four,
Hunter said the Essa Public Library has benefited greatly from the
relationship the board has with township council.

“It's not just this one,” she said. “We have been blessed to be able to work
with councils over the years that have really supported what we want o do.

“Libraries and councils should be looking to do similar things - enrich the
lives of the folks who live here," Hunter added. “We've been fortunate and
we’'ve been successful by letting each other flourish."

Last year, the Essa Public Library added almost 1,200 new members.

That number is expected to increase annually, as Essa continues to be a
destination for younger families trying to find economical housing.

In an effort to ensure those folks moving into the region are accounted for
and their needs considered, Hunter and the board is creating a strategic
plan that will guide the library’s work over the next few years.

It's a daunting task, but they say it has to be done if the library is going to
be successful in the future.
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Sincerely,

John Kennedy, City Clerk
cc: David Smith, MPP

Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMQ)
All Ontario Municipalities
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To: Members of the General Committee
From: David J. Potts, Commissioner, Legislative Services
Meetlng Date Aprll 2 2024

Report: Jurlsdlctlon of Ontarlo s Ombudsman Report LSOCSZ4-005

Subject

This report recommends amendments to the Ombudsman Act that would facilitate the
provision of particulars respecting municipal “cases” referred to in the Ombudsman’s
Annual Reports.

Recommendations

That Council approve the recommendations outlined in Report LSOCS24-005, dated
April 2, 2024 of the Commissioner, Legislative Services, as follows:

a) That the Honourable Paul Calandra, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing,
be requested to introduce a Bill to amend the Ombudsman Act to require the
Ontario Ombudsman to provide to each municipality, if requested by the
municipality, sufficient particulars of each investigation, matter or case respecting
the municipality that is referred to in each of the Ombudsman’s Annual Reports
to permit the municipality to fully understand and address the subject matter of
each such investigation, matter or case including:

i) a copy of each complaint, as applicable, redacted only to the extent of
individuals’ personal information contained therein;

i) the identities of the municipality’s employees, officers and members of
Council with whom the Ombudsman was consultlng in respect of the
investigation, matter or case; and

iii) particulars of the outcome of the investigation, matter or case including the
Ombudsman’s findings, conclusions and recommendations, if any.

8
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Jurisdiction of Ontario’'s Ombudsman, Report LSOCS24-005 Page 2

b) That the City Clerk forward Council's resolutions resulting from Council’s
approval of these recommendations to Minister Calandra, MPP David Smith, the
Association of Municipalities of Ontario and to the municipal Clerks of Ontario’s
municipalities.

Executive Summary

o Notwithstanding Ontario’s Ombudsman’s broad jurisdiction to undertake
investigations respecting municipalities, the Ombudsman publicly reports only 6
municipal investigations since 2016 but almost 25,000 “cases” involving
municipalities including several respecting the City of Peterborough.

e Following Council’'s approval of the recommendation-in closed session report .- -

LSOCS24-001, the City’s Chief Administrative Officer (CAQO) repeated an earlier
staff request to the Ombudsman for particulars of Peterborough “cases”
referenced in the Ombudsman’s 2023 Annual Report. The Ombudsman again
refused to provide the requested particulars.

Background
Ombudsman’s Jurisdiction: to “Investigate”

Ontario’s Ombudsman has been the default municipal closed meeting investigator since
January 1, 2008. On January 1, 2016, Bill 8, the Public Sector and MPP Accountability
and Transparency Act, amended the Ombudsman Act and the Municipal Act, 2001,
expanding the Ombudsman’s broad investigative powers beyond governmental
organizations to include municipalities. Municipal administrations have since been
adjusting to the Ombudsman’s expanded oversight role. Often, staff in the
Ombudsman’s Office will call front line municipal staff directly. Following are key issues
to consider respecting the Ombudsman’s jurisdiction.

First, the Ombudsman’s jurisdiction to investigate is defined very broadly:

“The function of the Ombudsman is to investigate any decision or
recommendation made or any act done or omitted in the course of the
administration of a [municipality] and affecting any person or body of persons in
his, her or its personal capacity.”’

1 Ombudsman Act, R.S.0. 1990, c. 0.6 (Ombudsman Act), s. 14(1) (underscoring

added). \ 5



Jurisdiction of Ontario’s Ombudsman, Report LSOCS24-005 Page 3

The “Ombudsman may make any such investigation on a complaint made to him
or her by any person affected or by any member of the Assembly to whom a
complaint is made by any person affected, or of the Ombudsman’s own motion.”

The courts have interpreted the Ombudsman’s jurisdiction very broadly including the
jurisdiction to investigate the merits of decisions made in an adjudicative capacity.® If
the Ombudsman determines to investigate alleged municipal maladministration, the
Ombudsman has broad jurisdiction to do so.

However, the Ombudsman is a creature of statute and the Ombudsman’s jurisdiction is
scoped accordingly. For example, the Ombudsman lacks jurisdiction “to investigate any
decision, recommendation, act or omission [...] of any person acting as legal adviser to
the [municipality]”.*

~ Perhaps the 7mos't7important pointiis that the Ombudsman"fsjufisfdiction is to
“‘investigate”. It is, therefore, important to determine whether and when the Ombudsman
is “investigating”.

The Ombudsman is not investigating unless the Ombudsman has given notice of the
intention to investigate:

“Before investigating any matter, the Ombudsman shall inform the head of the
[municipality] of his or her intention to make the investigation.”

For all local municipalities, the “head” is its Council. One communicates with a municipal
Council via the municipal Clerk who places the correspondence on the agenda of a
properly constituted meeting of the Council. Accordingly, unless the Ombudsman has
given an investigation notice to the Council via the municipality’s Clerk, the Ombudsman
has not commenced an “investigation” for the purposes of the Ombudsman’s otherwise
broad jurisdiction.

The Ombudsman’s investigation notice is important for at least two reasons.

First, municipalities are already the level of government considered closest to the
citizens they serve.® Municipal citizens’ engagement includes attending and addressing
their Council at open Council meetings, direct access to individual Councillors, access
to municipal records and standing to lodge complaints respecting alleged members’
pecuniary interests and contraventions of municipal Codes of Conduct. This proximity
distinguishes municipal governments from other “public sector bodies” to which the
Ombudsman’s jurisdiction applies. Accordingly, if additional municipal and provincial

2 Ombudsman Act, s. 14(2) (underscoring added).

3 See, for example, Re Ombudsman of Ontario and Ontario Labour Relations Board
(1986), [1987] O.J. No. 7 (C.A.); affd (1987), [1987] S.C.C.A. 174.

4 Ombudsman Act, s. 14(4)(b).

5 Ombudsman Act, s. 18(1) (underscoring added).

6 Toronto (City) v. Ontario (Attorney General) (2021), [2021] S.C.J. No. 34 at 118.

A
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Jurisdiction of Ontario’s Ombudsman, Report LSOCS24-005 Page 4

resources are to be consumed by the Ombudsman’s oversight, it is in taxpayers’
interests that those resources are deployed efficiently.”

Second, the Ombudsman’s practice of making inquiries directly of individual municipal
staff and councillors in advance of an investigation notice is a potential legal risk to the
individual and to the municipality to the extent that the protections respecting
disclosures of personal information afforded by the Ombudsman Act are scoped to
disclosures of personal information relating to a “matter that is being investigated".? That
is, unless an investigation has been properly commenced by an investigation notice
given to the Clerk, municipal staff and individual members of Council are at risk to the
extent of personal information they may disclose in response to a call from someone
identifying as being from the Ombudsman’s office. Accordingly, unless the City Clerk
has advised staff and Council of receipt of an investigation notice, it is best practice for
staff and members of Council to refer Ombudsman inquiries to the City Clerk who, in -
turn, can receive an investigation notice or assist the Ombudsman with any municipal
information to confirm a complaint within the scope of the Ombudsman’s General Rules.

Ombudsman’s Annual Reports: “Cases” v. “Investigations”

Interestingly, the Ombudsman’s public Annual Reports describe significant involvement
by the Ombudsman in matters described by the Ombudsman as “cases” rather than
investigations.

Following is an excerpt from the Ombudsman’s Annual Report for the period ending
March 31, 2022 (2022 Annual Report): °

“This past year, we dealt with 2,877 cases about general municipal issues — up
from 2,281 in 2020-2021. None of these resulted in a formal investigation, as we
resolve the vast majority of cases by working closely with municipalities to
facilitate resolutions and share best practices to help them improve their
processes. Since the Ombudsman’s mandate was first expanded to this area in
2016, we have received more than 20,000 complaints and inquiries, and
conducted 6 formal investigations.”

Page 82 of the 2022 Annual Report identified 17 “cases” involving the City of
Peterborough.

" The operating and capital spending requirements for Ombudsman Ontario (2023-24)
are estimated at $29,465,000: https://www.ontario.ca/page/expenditure-estimates-
ombudsman-ontario-2023-24

8 Ombudsman Act, s. 19(1) and (3.1).
9

https://www.ombudsman.on.ca/Media/ombudsman/ombudsman/resources/Annual%20
Reports/Ombudsman AR _2022-Web-EN_FINAL-s.pdf at p24. Bolded text in original.
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On October 5, 2023, the Ombudsman released his Annual Report for the period ending
March 31, 2023 (2023 Annual Report). Following is an excerpt:'°

“In 2022-2023, we received 2,814 cases about general municipal issues. Since
the Ombudsman was first given full oversight of municipalities in 2016, we have
handled closed to 25,000 cases — and resolved almost all of them by making
referrals and dealing with local officials, without the need for formal investigation.

The Ombudsman has only deemed formal investigations necessary six times
since 2016.”

Page 87 of the 2023 Annual Report identified 9 “cases” involving the City of
Peterborough.

- Requests for Particulars of Peterborough “Cases”
Appendix A is a letter dated October 6, 2023 from the City’s Deputy Clerk to the
Ombudsman requesting particulars of the 9 Peterborough “cases” referenced in the

2023 Annual Report. The letter advised that the particulars were requested so that staff
may update Council. The requested particulars for each “case” were:

e a copy of the complaint as it was submitted (redacted, if necessary, to the extent
of personal information contained therein);

e the identities of the “local officials” with whom the Ombudsman was consulting in
respect of the complaint; and

e particulars of the outcome of the complaint.

Appendix B is a letter dated November 3, 2023 from the Ombudsman’s Manager, Early
Resolutions, to the City Clerk. The Ombudsman declined to provide the requested
particulars citing “compiainant confidentiality” notwithstanding that the Deputy Clerk’s
request suggested redactions to the extent of any personal information.

On January 15, 2024, Council approved the recommendation in closed session Report
LSOCS24-001, “Jurisdiction of Ontario’s Ombudsman”. This open session report
responds to Council’s approval of the aforementioned recommendation.

Appendix C is a letter dated January 23, 2024 from the City’s CAO to the Ombudsman
repeating staff's earlier request for particulars of the 9 Peterborough “cases” referenced

10

https://www.ombudsman.on.ca/Media/ombudsman/ombudsman/resources/Annual®%20
Reports/2022-2023/0Ombudsman-Ontario-2022-2023-Annual-Report-accessible.pdf at
p31. Bolded text in original. H'
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in the 2023 Annual Report. Respecting the Ombudsman’s response to staff’s earlier
request, the City’s CAO noted:

“Respectfully, the response does not provide the requested or any particulars
that are sufficient for Council to understand the municipal issues that the report
advises were handled by your office including how they may have been resolved.
Accordingly, Council is hindered in its own role including to ensure the
accountability and transparency of the operations of the City.”

Appendix D is a letter dated February 13, 2024 from Senior Counsel for the
Ombudsman to the City’s CAO. The Ombudsman again declined to provide the
requested particulars citing “confidentiality” and “secrecy”.

Staff remain unable to advise Council respecting the 9 “City of Peterborough” cases
referred to in the Ombudsman’s 2023 Annual Report except that the majority of them
apparently related to “Council/Committees”. This report’s recommendations seek
amendments to the Ombudsman Act to require Ontario’s Ombudsman to provide
particulars of each municipal investigation, matter or case that is referenced in the
Ombudsman’s Annual Reports.

Strategic Plan
Strategic Pillar: Governance and fiscal sustainability

Strategic Priority:  Pursue service excellence in governance to support long-term fiscal
sustainability of the city while respecting the impact of decisions on
taxpayers.

Securing particulars of the Ombudsman’s “cases” respecting Peterborough is consistent
with the pursuit of service excellence in governance.
Budget and Financial Implications

There are no budget or financial implications directly related to this report.

Attachments

Appendix A: 2023 10 06 Letter: Garnett to Dubé

Appendix B: 2023 11 03 Letter: Fulford to Garnett

Appendix C: 2024 01 23 Letter: Raina to Dubé (exclusive of its attachments)
Appendix D: 2024 02 13 Letter: Bull to Raina

1
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Submitted by,

David J. Potts, B.A,, LL.B., C.S.
Commissioner, Legislative Services and City Solicitor

Contact Name:

David J. Potts, B.A., LL.B,, C.S.

Commissioner, Legislative Services and City Solicitor
Phone: 705-742-7777 Ext. 1603

Toll Free: 1-855-738-3755

E-Mail: dpotts@peterborough.ca

B
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Appendix A: 2023 10 06 Letter: Garnett to Dubé

pteb@roug h

City of Peterborough

500 George Strest North
Peterborough, ON, K8H 3Rg
pelerborough.ca | 1-855-738-3755

City Clerk’s Office

Phone - 705-742-7777 Ext. 1799
Toll Free -1-855-738-3755

Fax - 705-742-4138

- E-Mail - cletk@peterborough.ca

October 6, 2023

Paul Dubé, Ombudsman

Office of the Ombudsman of Ontario
483 Bay Strest

10th Floor, South Tower

Toronto, Ontario

MaG 2C9

Dear Sir;
Re: 2022-2023 Annual Report

The table at page 87 of the Annual Report references nine (9) “cases” involving the City

of Peterborough. So that staff may update Council, we would appreciate if your staff

were to forward to the writer, for each such case:

. a copy of the complaint as it was submilted (redacted, if necessary, o the extent
of personal information contained therein);

i the identities of the local officials with whom the Ombudsman was consulting in

respect of the complaint; and

» particulars of the outcome of the complaint

Sincere thanks for your anticipated timely response.

Sincerely,

Natalie Gam
Deputy City Clerk

?

)

4



Jurisdiction of Ontario’s Ombudsman, Report LSOCS24-005 Page 9

Appendix B: 2023 11 03 Letter: Fulford to Garnett

©>

Ombudsman

ONTARIO
BY EMAIL

November 3, 2023

Natalie Garnett

Deputy Clerk | Clerks Office

500 George Street North o - - - - - -
Peterborough, ON

K2H 3Rg

Dear Natalie Garnett:
Re: Cases about the City of Peterborough reported in the Ombudsman’s 2022-2023 Annual Report

Further to your request, | am pleased to provide you with an overview of the nine cases the Ontario
Ombudsman received about the City of Peterboraugh between April 1, 2022 and March 31, 2023, as reported in
the Ombudsman’s 2022-2023 Annual Report.

The Ombudsman’s role and function

The Ontario Ombudsman is appointed under the Ombudsman Act as an Officer of the Ontario Legislature,
independent of political parties and government administrators. Our Office has the authority to conduct
impartial reviews and investigations of complaints regarding the administrative conduct of provincial
government organizations. We also have the authority to review the administrative conduct of municipal sector
entities, publicly funded universities, and school boards, as well as complaints about the provision of French
language services, and services to children and youth in care,

The Ombudsman is intended to be an office of last resort. This means that people contacting our Office are first
expected to raise their concerns using existing complaint processes and appeal mechanisms before our Office
will intervene. Many cases we receive are resolved quickly and efficiently by providing information and referrals,
or by reaching out to the public sector body to obtain more information or clarification. In many cases, we are
able to assist a complainant without contacting the organization involved.

Depending on the circumstances, Ombudsman staff may share best practices with the organization to address
the concerns raised or to improve local administrative processes going forward. If the Ombudsman determines
that a formal investigation is necessary, a written notice of investigation is always provided to the organization.

Office of the Ombudsman of Ontario | Bureau de |'Ombudsman de I'Ontario
483 Bay Street / 483, rue Bay
Toronto ON, M5G 2C9
Tel/Tél. . 416-586-3300 / 1- 800-263-1830 - Complaints Line | Ligne des plaintes
Facsimie/Télécopieur : 416-586-3485 TTY/ATS: 1-866-411-4211
Email/Courrie! : info@ombudsman.on.ca
wmw.ombudsman.on.ca

20
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Cases about the City of Peterborough

Our Office received nine cases about the City of Peterborough between April 1, 2022 and March 31, 2023, While
I am not able to provide specific details about these cases for reasons of complainant confidentiality, | am happy
to share some general information about the nature of the cases. The number and general subject areas of cases

we received are as follows:

General subject area Number of cases
Council/Committees 5
Employment/Labour relations 1
Finance 1
Housing 1
Planning/Zoning/Land use 1

The cases reflected in our Office’s 2022-2023 annual report have all been closed.

As we are an office of last resort, complainants who had not already raised their concerns with the municipality
are referred to do s0. In cases where an issue should be raised with another body outside of the municipality,
complainants are provided with information about where to turn next.

You can read more about how we work collaboratively to resolve administrative issues at

www.ombudsman.on.ca. If you are interested in receiving our e-newsletter, you can subscribe to it by elicking

here,

| trust that this information will be of assistance. If you have any questions about the contents of this letter,

please do not hesitate to contact me at 416-586-3431 or by email at afulford@ombudsman.on.ca .

Sincerely,
Aaon /@é&amﬁ’
Alison Fulford

Manager, Early Resolutions
Office of the Ontario Ombudsman

Office of the Ombudsman of Qntario | Bureau de 'Ombudsman de I'Ontario

Tel/Tél. . 416-586-3300/ 1- 800-263-1830 - Complaints Line | Ligne des plaintes
Facsimile/Télécopieur ; 416-586-3485 TTY/ATS: 1-866-411-4211

483 Bay Street/ 483, rue Bay
Toronto ON, M5G 2C9

W, ombudsman.on.ca
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Appendix C: 2024 01 23 Letter: Raina to Dubé (exclusive of its attachments)

pborough

Chief Administrative Officer

Jasbir Raina

City of Peterborough

500 George Street North

Peterborough, ON, KGH 3R9

705-742-T777 ext. 1810 | 1-855-738-3755 ext. 1810
jraina@peterborough.ca

January 23, 2024

Paul Dubé, Ombudsman

Office of the Ombudsman of Ontario
483 Bay Street

10th Floor, South Tower

Toronto, Ontario

M5G 2C9

info@ombudsman.on.ca

Dear Sir:
Re: 2022-2023 Annual Report

This is further to a letter dated October 6, 2023 from the City’s Deputy Clerk to you
(Appendix A) respecting the table at page 87 of the Annual Report referencing nine (9)
"cases” involving the City of Peterborough and requesting particulars of such cases so
that City staff may update Council. Appendix B is a response to that letter dated
November 3 from the Manager, Early Resolutions, to the Deputy Clerk.

Respectiully, the response does not provide the requested or any particulars that are
sufficient for Council to understand the municipal issues that the report advises were
handled by your office including how they may have been resolved. Accordingly,
Council is hindered in its own role including to ensure the accountability and
transparency of the operations of the City.

In the circumstances, for each of the nine (9) cases, we again respectfully request that
you forward to the writer:

* a copy of the complaint as it was submitted (redacted, if necessary, to the extent of
personal information contained therein);

¢ the identities of the local officials with whom the Ombudsman was dealing in respect
of the complaint; and
s particulars of the outcome of the complaint.

QA S
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p%borough

We will be reporting to Council. Accordingly, we will greatly appreciate the requested
particulars by February 18, 2024,

Sincere thanks for your anticipated timely response.

Yours sincerely,

Jasbir Raina

Jasbir Raine {lan 23, 2024 16:39 £57)

JasbirRana . ’ ’
Chief Administrative Officer
CC: Mayor Jeff Leal

Attachments:

Appendix A — Letter dated October 6, 2023 from the City’s Deputy Clerk
Appendix B — Letter dated November 37, 2023 from the Manager, Early Resolutions
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Appendix D: 2024 02 13 Letter: Bull to Raina

&

Ombudsman

ONTARIC

BY EMAIL.
February 13, 2024

Jasbir Raina
Chief Administrative Officer
City of Peterborough
- 500 George St. N: : e : S
Peterborough, ON K&H 3R9

Dear Mr. Raina;

Re: Cases about the City of Peterborough reported in the
Ombudsman’s 2022-2023 Annual Report

Thank you for your letter of January 23, 2024, in which you requested additional details regarding the 9
cases about the City of Peterborough received by the Ontario Ombudsman between April 1, 2022 and
March 31, 2023.

As you note, the Deputy Clerk for the City of Peterborough contacted our Office on October 6, 2023 to
ask for information about the 9 cases (complaints and inquiries) regarding the City that were listed in
the Ombudsman’s 2022-2023 Annual Report. We provided a letter dated November 3, 2023 listing the
subject areas of these cases, which included council/committees (5 cases), employment/labour
relations (1 case), finance (1 case), housing (1 case), and planning/zoning/land use (1 case).

Our normal process is to provide referral information or contact City staff to resolve a complaint. If there
is an issue that cannot be resolved or which we feel requires council’s attention, we would send a
notice of investigation to the municipality or escalate the matter to senior municipal staff, and send a
letter to council setting out the issues raised and any relevant best practices. All 9 cases cited in the
Annual Report were resolved and closed; none were the subject of an investigation.

In our letter of November 3, we explained that we are not able to provide the additional information
requested due to the confidentiality of our work, which is conducted in private under the Ombudsman
Act. With the consent of a complainant, we may disclose only the information required to review a
complaint when making inquiries with a public sector body, like a municipality. In the case of a formal
investigation where notice has been provided to the public sector body under our Act, the Ombudsman
decides what information is necessary to disclose in a report or letter to support his findings and
recommendations. The Ombudsman’s confidentiality obligations are not limited to personal information.

Office of the Ombudsman of Ontario | Bureau de 'Ombudsman de 'Ontario
483 Bay Street/ 483, rue Bay
Toronto ON, M5G 2C9
Tel/Tél. : 416-586-3300 / 1- 800-263-1830 - Complaints Line | Ligne des plaintes
Facsimile/Télécopieur : 416-586-3485 TTY/ATS: 1-866-411-4211
Email/Courriel : info@ombudsman.on.ca
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The confidentiality protections in our Act apply to all information received by the Ombudsman and his
delegates during the course of our work. These protections are not limited to cases where the
Ombudsman conducts a formal investigation, and apply to the 9 cases received about the City of
Peterborough during the last fiscal year.

The Ombudsman has broad powers of investigation. Public sector bodies are compelled to co-operate
with the Ombudsman’s investigations, and our Office has extraordinary access to confidential and
sensitive information. Given the unique nature of our mandate, our Office is not subject to provincial
access to information legislation and the Ombudsman Act contains strong confidentiality provisions.

The Ombudsman takes an oath of secrecy upon taking office (s. 7.3(1)). His staff are required not to
disclose information obtained in the course of their duties (O. Reg. 865, 5.2). The Ombudsman and his
staff cannot be called to give evidence in courtin respect of anything coming-to their knowledge in the
exercise of their functions under the Act (5. 24(2)).

In light of these provisions, we will not be providing the City with additional details regarding the cases
reported in our Annual Report.

Thank you for reaching out to the Office of the Ontario Ombudsman. If you have any questions about
the contents of this letter, please do not hesitate to contact me at jbull@ombudsman.on.ca.

Sincerely,

nna Byl
enior Colinsel

Office of the Ombudsman of Ontario | Bureau de 'Ombudsman de I'Ontario
483 Bay Street/ 483, rue Bay
Toronto ON, MbG 2C8
Tel/Tél. . 416-586-3300/ 1- 800-263-1830 - Complaints Line | Ligne des plaintes
Facsimile/Télécopieur : 416-586-3485 TTY/ATS: 1-866-411-4211
www.ombudsman.on.ca
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ontariO @ Environmental Registry of Ontario

Regulation detailing new Minister's Permit and
Review powers under the Conservation Authorities
Act.

ERQ.(Enviroenmental 019-8320

Registry.of Qntario)

number

Notice type - ' Regulation ) )
Act Conservation Authorities Act, R.S.0. 1990
Posted by Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry
Notice stage Proposal

Proposal posted April 5, 2024

Comment period April 5, 2024 - May 6, 2024 (31 days) Open
Last updated April 5, 2024

This consultation closes at 11:59 p.m.

on: Proposal summary
May 6, 2024

We are proposing a regulation specifying the circumstances
under which the Minister may issue an order to prevent a
conservation authority from making a permitting decision
and make the permitting decision in the place of a
conservation authority or may undertake a review of a
conservation authority permitting decision.

Conservation authorities regulate development and other activities through a
Proposal " | n

permitting process under the Conservation Authorities Act for the purposes of
detall_S natural hazard management and to protect people and property from natural

hazards, such as flooding and erosion. Each conservation authority implements
the permitting framework based on provincial legislation, regulatory
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requirements, and technical standards, as well as conservation authority
board-approved policies that outline how the conservation authority
administers regulations locally.

Recently proclaimed provisions in the Conservation Authorities Act and
associated regulations came into effect on April 1, 2024, including new powers
for the Minister to 1) issue an order to prevent a conservation authority from
issuing a permit and to take over the permitting process in the place of a
conservation authority, and 2) review a conservation authority permit decision
at the request of the applicant.

The Ministry is proposing a regulation which would set out the circumstances
under which these powers could be used. If the regulation is approved, public
guidance would be made available on the criteria and processes outlined in the
regulation.

1. Permits issued by the Minister

Existing requirements under the Conservation Authorities Act regarding
permits issued by the Minister under section 28.1.1 include:

e The Minister may issue an order directing a conservation authority not
to issue a permit to a specific individual to engage in a specified activity,
or to persons who may wish to engage in a certain type or class of
activity, that would be prohibited under section 28 without a permit.

e The Minister’s decision to issue an order is discretionary, and it may be
issued either before or after an application for a permit has been
submitted to the relevant conservation authority.

» Notice of any order must be provided to affected conservation
authorities, any person who applied for the permit in question prior to
(Environmental.Registry.of Qntario)) within 30-days.

» If an order made, the Minister has the power to issue a permit in place
of the conservation authority. When making a permitting decision, the
Minister is required to satisfy the same criteria concerning natural
hazards and public safety that are considered by conservation
authorities. This includes whether the activity is likely to affect the
control of flooding, gi‘m dynamic beaches or unstable soil or
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bedrock. It also must consider whether the activity is likely to create
conditions or circumstances that, in the event of a natural hazard, might
jeopardize the health or safety of persons or result in the damage or
destruction of property.

e The Minister may refuse the permit or issue a permit subject to such

conditions as the Minister determines are appropriate.

Proposed additional requirements that would be set out in
regulation include:

e The Minister may make an order to prevent a conservation authority
from making a permitting decision and take over the permitting process
only if the-development activity or type or class of permits pertains to or
supports a specified provincial interest, including:

o}

e}

e}

e}

e}

Housing (community, affordable and market-based)

Community services (health, long-term care, education, recreation
socio-cultural, security and safety, environment)

Transportation infrastructure

Buildings that facilitate economic development or employment
Mixed use developments

» If a proponent wishes to petition the Minister to issue an order, the
proponent must submit a request to the Minister that would
include information on:

e}

e}

Overview of proposed development.

Why the Minister's involvement is requested (e.g., development of
provincial interest, timing/urgency; permitting process to date if
applicable; other barriers) and preferable to the standard process in
the Conservation Authorities Act.

Indication of whether the local municipality has endorsed the project
and the request for Minister’s involvement (e.g., by municipal letter or
resolution).

Status of other required project approvals including the extent of any
engagement with the conservation authority in the permitting process
that the applicant has had to date.
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2. Permits reviewed by the Minister

Existing requirements under the Conservation Authorities Act relating to
requests for review under section 28.1.2 regarding permits where there is an
order made by the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing under section
34.1 or 47 of the Planning Act and section 28.1 regarding all other conservation
authority permits include:

* An applicant who has been refused a permit or had conditions attached
to a permit by a conservation authority to which the applicant objects
can, within 15-days of receiving reasons for the authority’s decision,
submit a request to the Minister for the Minister to review the
authority’s decision. Alternatively; an-applicant also has the option to
appeal the authority’s decision to the Ontario Land Tribunal.

¢ After receiving a request, the Minister has 30-days in which to decide
whether or not they intend to conduct a review. If the Minister decides
(Environmental.Registry.of Ontario) within 30-days of a reply indicating
the Minister intends to review the decision by the authority. If the
Minister does not reply within 30-days of the request, this is deemed to
indicate that the Minister does not intend to conduct a review.

» After conducting a review, the Minister may confirm or vary the
authority’s decision or make any decision that the Minister considers
appropriate, including issuing the permit subject to conditions.

¢ The Minister is required to base the decision on same criteria concerning
natural hazards and public safety that are considered by conservation
authorities. This includes whether the activity is likely to affect the
control of flooding, erosion, dynamic beaches or unstable soil or
bedrock. It also must consider whether the activity is likely to create
conditions or circumstances that, in the event of a natural hazard, might
jeopardize the health or safety of persons or result in the damage or
destruction of property.

Proposed additional requirements that would be set out in
regulation include:

* The Minister may conduct a review of a conservation authority permit
decision only if the development activity pertains to or supports a
development of specified provincial interest, including:

o Housing (communi rdable and market-based)



(¢}

o]

o]

o]

AR

Community services (health, long-term care, education, recreation
socio-cultural, security and safety, environment)

Transportation infrastructure

Buildings that facilitate economic development or employment
Mixed use developments

Note: This criteria would not apply to permit reviews under section 28.1.2
regarding permits where there is an order made by the Minister of Municipal
Affairs and Housing under section 34.1 or 47 of the Planning Act.

e The request submitted to the Minister for a review would
include information on:

o]

o}

Overview of proposed development. -
If the request relates to conditions imposed by the conservation
authority to which the applicant objects, identification of the specific
conditions that are subject to the request for review, the changes
requested to the conditions and the rationale in support of the
requested changes.

If the request relates to an authority’s decision to refuse a permit, the
rationale in support of requesting that the Minister varies the decision
and issues the permit.

Why the Minister’s involvement is requested (e.g., development of
provincial interest, timing/urgency; permitting process to date; other
barriers) and preferable to alternative mechanisms in the
Conservation Authorities Act.

Indication of whether the local municipality has endorsed the

project and/or the request for Minister's involvement (e.g., by
municipal letter or resolution).

Status of other required project approvals.

Regulatory impact analysis

By clearly communicating the circumstances under which the Minister would
consider whether to issue an order to prevent a conservation authority from
making a permitting decision and to make permitting decisions in place of a
conservation authority or to review a conservation authority permitting

decision, this proposal would ensure that development proponents pursue the
appropriate permitting channel. Efficiently navigating the permitting process is
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expected to help save proponents time and resources. We expect that there
will be some minor administrative costs for development proponents based on
the time needed to learn about and understand the proposed changes.

Supporting Related links

materials M&ML&M
(https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/90c27#BK43)

0. Reg. 41/24: Prohibited Activities, Exemptions and Permits
(https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/240041)

View materials in person

Some supporting materials may not be available online. If this is the case, you
can request to view the materials in person.

Get in touch with the office listed below to find out if materials are available.

MNRF - RPDPB - Resources Development Section
300 Water Steet

2nd Floor South

Peterborough, ON

K9J 3C7

Canada

Let us know what you think of our proposal.

Comment

Have questions? Get in touch with the contact person below. Please include the

ERQ.(Environmental Registry.of Qntario) number for this notice in your email or
letter to the contact.

Read our commenting and privacy policies. (/page/commenting-privacy)

%
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Submit by mail

Conservation Authorities and
Natural Hazards Section
Ministry of Natural Resources and
Forestry - RPDPB

300 Water Street

2nd Floor South Tower
Peterborough, ON

K9J 3C7

Canada

Connect with contact

us Conservation Authorities and
Natural Hazards Section

ca.office@ontario.ca







WHEREAS the Ontario Government has committed $9.1 billion to Toronto alone to
assist with operating deficits and the repatriation of the Don Valley and Gardner
Expressway;

WHEREAS small rural Ontario cannot keep pace with the capital investments required
over the next 20 years unless both the Provincial and Federal Governments come
forward with new sustainable infrastructure funding;

WHEREAS it is apparent that both the Federal and Ontario Governments have
neglected to recognize the needs of small rural Ontario;

NOW THERFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT Hastings County call on-the Ontario and
Federal Government to implement sustainable infrastructure funding for small rural
municipalities;

AND THAT small rural municipalities are not overlooked and disregarded on future
applications for funding;

AND THAT both the Federal and Ontario Governments begin by acknowledging that
there is an insurmountable debt facing small rural municipalities;

AND THAT both the Federal and Ontario Governments immediately commission a
Working Group that includes a member of the Eastern Ontario Wardens Caucus, to
develop a plan on how to deal with the impending debt dilemma;

AND FINALLY THAT this resolution be forwarded to The Honourable Justin Trudeau,
Prime Minister of Canada, The Honourable Sean Fraser, Minister of Housing,
Infrastructure and Communities of Canada; Michel Tremblay Acting President and CEQO,
Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation; The Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of
Ontario; The Honourable Kinga Surma, Ontario Minister of Infrastructure; The
Honourable Paul Calandra, Ontario Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing; MP
Shelby Kramp-Neuman, Hastings-Lennox Addington; MPP Ric Bresee Hastings-Lennox
Addington, AMO, ROMA, FCM, Eastern Ontario Wardens’ Caucus and all Municipalities
in Ontario.

If you have any questions regarding the above motion, please do not hesitate to contact
me directly.

Sincerely,

4 //Z/gm %fdddizf

Cathy Bradley
Director of Legislative Services q (
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ECONOMISTS LTD

April 24, 2024

To our Municipal clients:

Re: Assessment of Bill 185, Cutting Red Tape to Build More Homes Act, 2024 and
the Proposed Provincial Planning Statement, 2024

On behalf of our many municipal clients, we are writing to inform you of the Ontario
Legislature's proposed changes to the Planning Act under Bill 185 (Cutting Red Tape fo
Build More Homes Act) and the proposed Provincial Planning Statement, 2024 (PPS,

2024). The primary focus of this letter is {o-provide our assessment-of the proposed -

PPS, 2024 and its potential impacts on growth management in Ontario. The proposed
PPS, 2024 was released in coordination with Bill 185 on April 10, 2024, for a 30-day
comment period. The comment period on the proposed PPS, 2024 ends on May 12,
2024 (the deadline was extended by two days after the release of the French version of
the proposed PPS, 2024). The PPS is provided under section 3 of the Planning Act and
if the proposed PPS, 2024 is approved, all municipal decisions would be required to be
consistent with the PPS, 2024 under subsections 3 (5) and 3 (6) of the Planning Act.

1. Proposed Planning Act Changes

With respect to the proposed changes to the Planning Act under Bill 185, we have
identified the following key impacts as they broadly relate to growth management in
Ontario.

Upper-Tier Municipalities with No Planning Responsibilities to Come into Effect
on July 1, 2024, for the Regional Municipalities of Halton, Peel, and York

e The Province introduced the concepts of “upper-tier municipalities without
planning responsibilities” and “upper-tier municipalities with planning
responsibilities” to the Planning Act as part of Bill 23. “Upper-tier municipalities
without planning responsibilities” includes a list of seven upper-tier municipalities
comprising all the upper-tier municipalities in the Greater Toronto Area, as well
as the County of Simcoe, the Region of Niagara, and the Region of Waterloo.
Bill 185 builds upon this and amends the Planning Act to implement changes to
certain upper-tier municipalities, “upper-tier municipalities without planning
responsibilities.”

e Under Bill 185, the Region of Halton, the Region of Peel, and the Region of York
will become “upper-tier municipalities without planning responsibilities” on July 1,
2024. The County of Simcoe, the Region of Durham, the Region of Niagara, and
the Region of Waterloo will become “upper-tier municipalities without planning

2233 Argentia Rd. Office: 905-272-3600
Suite 301 Fax: 905-272-3602 HADCA-GEN\BIll 185\Assessment of Bill 185, Cutting Red Tape to Build
Mississauga, Ontario www.watsonecon.ca More Homes Act, 2024 and the proposed PPS, 2024.docx
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current forecasts are available to 2051, as informed by guidance provided by the
Province.”! Forecasts established in Schedule 3 of the Growth Plan and the allocation
of growth by lower-tier municipality are to be considered minimum growth forecasts. It
is unknown at this time whether this policy of growth forecasts as minimums will be
carried forward. We anticipate that future guidance documents will provide direction on
this matter.

It should be noted that the proposed PPS, 2024 encourages growth management
undertaken by municipalities to be coordinated with adjacent planning authorities when
planning is not conducted by an upper-tier municipality.®] We envision the need for
local municipalities, where planning is not conducted by an upper-tier municipality, to
include a consultation process or technical advisory group comprising representatives of
adjacent municipalities when conducting Official Plan Reviews and other related
comprehensive planning studies.

Minster’s Zoning Orders (MZOs) are Considered in Addition to Projected Needs

According to the proposed PPS, 2024, MZOs are to be treated as “in addition to
projected needs” over the planning horizon. In planning for MZOs lands, the proposed
PPS, 2024 states these lands must be incorporated into the Official Plan and related
infrastructure plans.*! Since MZO lands are not tied to an assessment of need, it is
recommended that when planning for these lands the timing of their buildout is not held
to a targeted minimum or maximum planning horizon. As such, it is recognized that full
development of MZOs may or may not extend beyond the 30-year maximum planning
horizon set out in the proposed PPS, 2024, subject to anticipated economic growth and
real estate market demand within the municipality and the broader economic region
over the horizon of the plan. It is our opinion that the timing of development regarding
approved MZOs should be established through provincial and local phasing policies,
municipal servicing plans, and reviewed through regular monitoring.

Providing for an Appropriate Range and Mix of Housing Options

Similar to the proposed PPS, 2023, under subsection 2.1.4 of the proposed PPS, 2024
planning authorities are to:

a) maintain at all times the ability to accommodate residential growth for a minimum
of 15 years through lands which are designated and available for residential
development; and

1 Proposed PPS, 2024, policy 2.1, p. 6; and Environmental Registry of Ontario, ERO
019-8462: Review of proposed policies for a new provincial planning policy instrument.
Bl Proposed PPS, 2024, policy 6.2.10, p. 36.

4 Proposed PPS, 2024, policy 2.1.1, p. 6.

Watson & Associates Economists Ltd. PAGE 8
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This meeting is being offered as an opportunity to review of the highlights of Bill 185 & the proposed Provincial
Planning Statement 2024 together (particularly for those who haven’t quite been able to finish reviewing

it). We hope it will be a good venue for group discussion as well. Please feel free to invite planning staff as
available.

AGENDA
1. Welcome/Introductions
2. Overview of Bill 185/Provincial Planning Statement (2024)
3. Impacts & Unknowns (MCR, Bill 23, COPA 7, etc.)
4. General Discussion & Roundtable
5. Next Steps
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Lisa Lehr

From: County Of Simcoe Communications <Communications@simcoe.ca>
Sent: Tuesday, April 16, 2024 11:47 AM

To: Lisa Lehr

Subject: County Council Highlights - Meeting Held April 9, 2024

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Follow up
Completed

i

Council Highlights are intended to provide a summary of Council
proceedings only. The information contained within the Highlights is based
on approved material from within the associated agenda packages, linked at
the bottorn. These reports were part of the agendas from the Council
Meeting on March 26, 2024 and the Committee of the Whole Meeting
on April 9, 2024, For more information on any item covered in the
Highlights, each article is hyperlinked to the appropriate report, which can
he accessed by clicking on the title. Images are also linked to relevant

resources.

A recording of these sessions is aiso available for public viewing on the
County's YouTube channel.

- Service Simcoe
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Solid Waste Manageent By-law and Set Fines

This provides details regarding the updated Solid Waste Management By-
law and associated set fines. Existing by-law 6256 will be replaced in a form
similar to the Solid Waste Management By-law. Updates to the by-law
include a limit to the quantity of waste (recycling, organics, and special
waste materials) collected from a serviced unit per collection event, an
update to the Waste Coliection Design Standards including cart set out
specifications, stipulations for the implementation of service for units in new
subdivisions, accessibility accommodations and the establishment of
agreements for locations not mandated for collection.

Solid Waste Management by-law officers do not currently have a method to
enforce the by-law other than approval by the Director of Solid Waste
Management for the removal of service which in many cases is too
stringent. Set fines would not be used unless absolutely necessary, however
do provide incentive for residents to comply with the by-law and allows for
by-law officers to issue a penalty should a resident refuse to comply. The
set fines will need to be approved through the Attorney General's office
prior to implementation. The Attorney General’s Office will review the set
fines in comparison with other municipalities to ensure the monetary value
set is appropriate.

The approach for the by-iaw is to educate, rather than punish.

Municipal Insurance Pool

The County of Simcoe, member municipalities and the City of Orillia
participated in an insurance pooling feasibility study. The study assessed
the feasibility of establishing an insurance pool solution.

Qb
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In February 2024, Axxima presented the feasibility study results to the
participating CAOs and Treasurers. The study showed a positive financial
outcome for Simcoe County, all member municipalities and the City of
Orillia with a total projected savings of approximately $2.6M to $3.7M
during the set-up phase and $4.1 to $5.2M at maturity.

Given the positive outcome of the feasibility study all participants agreed to
take the next step which is to develop a detailed implementation plan. The
study results will be used to help determine the organizational structure,
administration, program costs and claims handling functions. Additional
components to be completed for the implementation plan include:

e Prepare a formal business plan

= -Determine which lines of coverage will be included in the pool

o Conduct an RFP to solicit a proposal for excess and/or stop loss
protection

¢ Develop an insurance poo!ing agreement

s Determine operational requirements

e [Determine pool funding allocation

s Design policy wordings

s Present final terms and conditions for council approval

This will take approximately 6-8 months to complete with the assistance of
Axxima and the continued involvement of participant member’s CAOs,
Treasurers and staff. The Implementation Plan is estimated to cost up to
$200,000. Staff are requesting Council approval and financial support to
create an Insurance Pool Implementation Plan.

Once completed, staff will return with the proposed Implementation Plan,
which if endorsed, will then be presented to each potential participant with
a request for commitment.

Electric Vehicle Charging Station Funding
Opportunity

In fall 2023, Council approved the County’s Corporate Climate Action
(CCAP) plan which includes recommendations to add fee-for-service electric
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vehicle charging stations to workplace and public facilities to support the
transition to electric vehicles.

Staff will include funds in the draft 2025 budget and future budgets to
support EV Charger installations at identified locations. Staff also continue
to monitor for all CCAP related funding opportunities that may arise.

Staff have three identified locations that would immediately benefit from
new EV charging stations:

» Bradford Paramedic Station
= Stayner Station Park
o Washago Public Parking Lot

The scope of the project includes the installation of two Level 3 fast
charging stations (Stayner and Washago) and a dual-port Level 2 station at
the Bradford Paramedic Station.

With Council approval, staff will proceed with the project at a cost of $140K
in order to avoid supply chain and installation delays. Should funding be
approved, 50% of the cost or approximately $70K will be returned to the
General Contingency Reserve.

[EXTERNAL]

aq















A

From the Office of the Clerk

The Corporation of the County of Prince Edward

The County T: 613.476.2148 x 1021 | F: 613.476.5727
PRINGE EDWARD COUNTY % ONTARIO clerks@pecounty.on.ca | www.thecounty.ca

March 28, 2024

Please be advised that during the regular Council meeting of March 26, 2024 the
following resolution regarding support for 'a call to action' to meet the deadline of an
Accessible Ontario by 2025 was carried.

RESOLUTION NO. 2024-151
 DATE: ~ March 26, 2024

MOVED BY: Councillor MacNaughton
SECONDED BY: Councillor Pennell

WHEREAS the Accessibility for Ontarians With Disabilities Act (AODA) is ground-
breaking legislation, created to help people with disabilities fully participate in
society, bring them to the table in crafting regulations, and build mechanisms to
enforce standards;

WHEREAS Rich Donovan, an expert in accessibility issues, was appointed as the
Independent Reviewer of the Act in 2022, and in his 2023 legislative review declared
a crisis as a necessary catalyst to get Ontario back on track for accessibility;

WHEREAS at least 2.9 million Ontarians currently live with a disability, representing
at least 22% of the consumer base and the workforce, but due to barriers, Ontarians
with disabilities are too often falling short of their full potential;

WHEREAS the AODA aims to develop, implement and enforce standards related to
goods, services, accommodation, employment and buildings before Jan. 1, 2025,
and municipalities, as the level of government closest to the people are at the front
lines, developing, implementing and enforcing these standards without meaningful
guidance on its implementation and/or enforcement by the Province;

WHEREAS people with disabilities and advocates, including Prince Edward
County's Accessibility Advisory Committee, note the slow pace of current and
previous Ontario governments in implementing the AODA and there are growing
concerns there will be no renewed push to keep accessibility issues at the forefront
after 2025;

WHEREAS Prince Edward County is dedicated and committed to creating a

welcoming environment so that all people may have equitable access to programs,
goods, services and facilities, but making investments to achieve the AODA
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From the Office of the Clerk
The Corporation of the County of Prince Edward

The County T:613.476.2148 x 1021 | F: 613.476.5727

PRINCE EDWARD COUNTY + ONTARIO clerks@pecounty.on.ca | www.thecounty.ca

standards has been challenging given the lack of consistent and stable funding for
municipalities to remove accessibility barriers;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of Prince Edward County
strongly encourages action on the part of the Provincial Government to urgently:

a) create a "Municipal Accessibility Fund" for municipalities to develop, implement
and enforce AODA standards related to goods, services, accommodation,
employment and buildings. Such a fund could be modeled after the Canada
Community-Building Fund or the Ontario Cannabis Legallzatlon Implementatlon
Fund -on a per household basis;

b) to commit to working with municipalities to implement the Donovan Review
immediate crisis recommendations;

AND FURTHER THAT the Mayor write a letter in support of this resolution to the
Minister of Seniors and Accessibility, and that a copy of this resolution be sent to the
Premier of Ontario, the Minister of Seniors and Accessibility, the Minister of
Children, Community, and Social Services, the Minister of Health, the Minister of
Municipal Affairs and Housing, the Federation of Canadian Municipalities, the
Association of Municipalities of Ontario, and the Eastern Ontario Wardens Caucus,
and all Ontario Municipalities.

CARRIED
Yours truly,

(f;ﬁi:ﬁuim*ggmmw‘&

Catalina Blumenberg, CLERK

cc: Mayor Steve Ferguson, Councillor MacNaughton, Councillor Pennell, and Marcia
Wallace, CAO
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